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Womenews
A Message from Board of Director’s Co-President Amy Stern:

Be Amazing!  Support the Women’s Center of Montgomery County

As you are aware, we are coming up on October, Domestic Violence Awareness month.  As Board co-chair, 
this year I am encouraging you to consider trying something new in an effort to help us raise not only funds but 
awareness of our organization and our mission.

One of our community partners, the Tri County Network (TCN), is supporting the nonprofit community to help 
raise much needed funds through their “Amazing Raise” online campaign.  The Amazing Raise is a giving chal-
lenge that brings together non-profits in the region to create a single day collaborative effort to raise funds and 
shine a spotlight on the work of organizations doing good work in the Tri-County Area (Montgomery County, 
Eastern Berks County, Northern Chester County). For every dollar raised online by the Women’s Center through 
the “Amazing Raise” website on October 17, 2017, a funding match will be provided!!

If you would like to participate in this unique opportunity to increase your giving power, the rules are simple:

1. You must donate online with a credit card at the designated Women’s Center link -                          
www.amazingraisetricounty.org/wcmc.  

2. You can log in on Tuesday, October 17th or you may log on in advance and pre-schedule your credit 
card donation to occur on the 17th.

As we said, for every dollar raised through this link on October 17th,   a funding match will be provided. The 
more we raise, the higher our match will be!

We hope you will consider joining this campaign on October 17th, which we believe will impact our organiza-
tion by raising funds and awareness.  On behalf of the entire Women’s Center Board of Directors, thank you!

The Amazing Raise – Matching Funds Campaign

www.amazingraisetricounty.org/wcmc

Tuesday, October 17th
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Reflecting on Our Values and Living Them  - It’s Not Always Comfortable!
Submitted by Donna Byrne, WCMC Member and Staff

Over the past weekend, I’ve seen many articles and videos discussing the patriotism or lack of it regarding 
“taking the knee” during the national anthem.  One position believes it is show of disrespect to the flag and 
the military and an inappropriate demonstration at a football game.  The other believes it is a lawful, respect-
ful action to focus attention on the deep racism that exists in the USA.

I “get” the initial reaction of those who think the protestors are disrespecting the flag.  The flag is a symbol of 
many things to different people at different times.  One symbol is as a show of respect for veterans who have 
served our country valiantly.  My father was in the infantry at the Battle of the Bulge, shot up twice, and was 
awarded a Purple Heart.  He was a reserved man, who suffered from recurrent nightmares for the rest of his 
life.  I have abiding respect for the soldiers who fought for our country.  I “get” the perception of disrespect.

Another meaning to the flag is as the symbol of the values and ideals that represent our best selves.  It embod-
ies the concepts that all men and women are created equal.  When we fall short of these ideals and behavior 
is supported that actively undermines these values, then it is patriotic to call attention to these inequities and 
work to reverse them.
  
These protests are not about disrespecting the flag or our Veterans.  Not at all.  The protestors want all Ameri-
cans to live up to the values symbolized by our flag.

As a white woman, I will never know what it is like to be pulled over and killed for a minor traffic infraction 
or because I fit a profile.  While all parents worry about the health and safety of their children, I never had to 
teach mine what to do or how to act if pulled over, so that they were less likely to be killed.  It never crossed 
my mind, because being white it was a non-issue.

While I understand the initial upset about the protestors, I think it’s important to push ourselves past our own 
experiences to try to understand the “why” behind the behavior.  If my father, brother or son were killed (and 
on video-tape no less) for minor traffic infractions, “taking the knee” would be the least of what I would feel 
like doing.  These men are protesting in a peaceful, legal way.  They are not waving Nazi and Confederate 
flags and carrying torches.  They are drawing attention to the systemic disregard for the lives of Black men.  
I am not saying the police are bad or the people of color are always innocent.  I am saying that based on what 
I’ve seen on the news about video-taped killings that escalate from being pulled over for minor violations, it 
is just wrong, and it is racism in action.

Being white and never having to worry about being killed for being pulled over, does not mean that I can 
dismiss the experiences of others.  We all have to push through our initial reactions and LISTEN to each other.  
Frankly, it’s one of the best ways to learn.

I am angry at what appears to have started as a respectful, legal exercise of protest has been hijacked and re-
framed as being anti-American and disrespectful to Veterans.  My heart and mind go out to the pain and anger 
expressed by the players.  The protesters want what all of us should want … for Americans to care about ALL 
our people, as symbolized by our beloved flag. 
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Now is your Chance … to make Paid Family Leave a Reality!
On Tuesday, October 3, 2017, there will be a Town Hall at Delaware Valley University to discuss the economic impact 
of paid family leave.  As all people have a need to care for their families or themselves at one time or another, both 
Republicans and Democrats share a common goal in working towards a solution.  This is the first of a statewide series of 
Town Halls that will educate about family leave, gather stories and draft legislation in 2018.  In addition, a highlights reel
of the new documentary, Zero Weeks, will be shown. 

“Paid Family Leave Insurance is an economic policy that we need in Pennsylvania,” said Tam St. Claire, President of 
the Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition (BCWAC). “We need to do what we can to help families remain 
financially secure during their toughest times. Creating a paid family leave insurance fund is a clear solution that benefits 
us all.” She encourages everyone to come kick off this new statewide campaign and learn what a paid family leave 
insurance fund is, how a bill can be written, how you can lobby for the bill, how you can help us collect stories, and how 
you can help us celebrate together when it becomes law!

BCWAC, the BucksMont Collaborative, the Women’s Center of Montgomery County, and the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) are hosting this town hall to follow up on the 2015, “Who Cares:  The Economics of 
Caregiving” symposium. The 2015 symposium brought together over 100 legislators, caregivers, employers, nonprofits, 
and community groups to discuss the economic and financial challenges related to caregiving and public policy reform 
solutions. 

Tuesday’s program will start at 5pm and end at 7:30pm. All attendees will be invited to share their stories about the 
impact of caregiving on their lives and learn what it will take to make a Paid Family Leave Insurance fund a reality for 
millions of Pennsylvanians.

The town hall is presented in collaboration with the Coalition for Healthy Families and Workplaces, chaired by Marianne 
Bellesorte of PathWays PA and Heather Arnet of the Women and Girls Foundation of Southwest Pennsylvania.

Date: October 3, 2017
Location: Life Sciences Building, Delaware Valley University 700 E. Butler Avenue, Doylestown, PA
Time: 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Schedule: 5:00 p.m. Lite Supper Provided

5:30 p.m. Program
7:00 p.m. Zero Weeks film preview and recording of personal stories

Speakers: Carey Cummings, Esq., State Campaign Director, Women and Girls Foundation
Marianne Bellesorte, Vice President of Advocacy, PathWays PA

Registration is free – RSVP online today at http://bcwac.org/events
For more information, contact Donna J. Byrne, dbyrne@womenscentermc.org – 215-290-3122
 

We Want Your Voice Included!
This is a Grassroots to Government initiative to draft a bill to bring a Family Medical Leave Insurance Fund to Pennsylvania.  
In the United States, only 13% of workers have access to any form of paid family leave through their employer; yet nearly 
100% of workers will need time off during their career to address their own serious health condition, or to care for a new-
born or sick family member.  That is why the Women’s Center of Montgomery County is one of the co-sponsors for the  
Town Hall to establish a paid family and medical leave insurance fund for the state of Pa. so that ALL workers can have 
access to paid leave.  Let your voice be part of the solution!
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In Recognition of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Join the Women’s Center of Montgomery Country 
As we present the

4th Annual Benefit Concert 

nxt2normal 
with special guests Swift River Still

Saturday, October 7th, 2017
7:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Chaplin’s
66 N Main Street

Spring City, PA 19475
(610) 792 - 4110

www.chaplinslive.com/
•	

No tickets - You may make a donation of any amount in advance or at the door.
100% of all proceeds go to the Women’s Center

Our past 3 shows have raised over $15,000 for the Women’s Center!

Donate online at http://www.wcmontco.org/benefit-concert.html
 

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County
2506 N. Broad Street, Colmar, PA 18915

For information contact Maria at 215-635-7340 
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Fourth Annual nxt2normal
Benefit Concert

Raising Funds and Awareness for our Domestic Violence Program!

On Saturday, October 7th our favorite ‘in-house’ band, nxt2normal, which includes Women’s center staff and 
volunteers, will hosts its fourth annual benefit concert on behalf of the Center.  Raising more than $16,000 
collectively in their first three outings, the band members remain dedicated and enthusiastic in their efforts 
to raise funds for our mission, create awareness and generate new support for our work in the community.

With a talented sextet of musicians, a compelling mix of original music and an amazing sound, the band’s 
performances have been a source of pride, inspiration and energy for the Center and our audiences.  This year, 
with Lady Moon Farms as their presenting sponsor, the band will be performing at Chaplin’s, a BYOB theatre 
in Spring City.   Donations in lieu of ticket sales are requested and reservations are encouraged.

Please join us in supporting the Women’s Center, the nxt2normal band, and our mission!

PCADV Launches Parent Engagement App
 
As advocates, we understand the difficulty parents face in trying to figure out what is going on in their 
teenagers’ heads, much less what’s happening in their relationships. Fortunately, now there’s an app 
for that.
 
In June, after many months of hard work by our prevention department, PCADV launched its Rais-
ing Respect app, available in the Apple app and Google Play Stores. The app empowers parents with 
information on how to approach sensitive topics with their teens, such as healthy relationships, sex and 
pregnancy, drugs and alcohol, social media and smartphones, and gender and sexual orientation.
 
It includes articles written by professionals in the field of domestic violence and prevention and includes 
tips on how to approach conversations with your teen on certain topics. It allows users to be notified 
when new articles are published in the app. You can also send questions to PCADV staff, and record 
your thoughts, impressions, reactions, successes, and failures within the app.
 
The app is designed to encourage parents to begin conversations with their children before they start 
dating and forming relationships outside the home and help parents navigate what can be delicate topics.
 
Here’s what PCADV Deputy Director Ellen Kramer said about the app: “Without open lines of com-
munication, it can be difficult for parents to know what their sons or daughters are experiencing in 
their relationships. This app will not only prepare parents to discuss sensitive subjects such as physical 
violence and sexual abuse, but it can help build the foundation for their children for enjoying a lifetime 
of healthy relationships.”
 
Learn more at http://www.raisingrespectapp.org. Raising Respect was developed through a grant from 
The Heinz Endowments.
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You Be The Judge
If you are planning to attend this event, it is helpful to understand how our Federal, State and Commonwealth 
Courts function in order to get the most benefit.  If you need this information, here are 2 sites that have help-
ful information:   
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-role-and-structure/comparing-federal-state-courts
www.pacourts.us  Click on, at the bottom of the page: How do the Pa. courts operate? 
You can also register online by 10/13/17 on the website of the National Council of Jewish Women  https://
ncjwphiladelphia.org and clicking on the registration link.

 

         

National Council of Jewish Women            invites you to take part in 

Greater Philadelphia Section                      an extraordinary experience:
 

YOU BE THE JUDGE
• Take a free crash course on how our federal judiciary 

works, and how vital it is to our way of life. 
• Hear the Honorable Marjorie O. Rendell, Senior Judge 

on the U.S. Court of Appeals, share her inside views.  
• Play the part of a federal judge on a panel, and discuss 

and decide on an important case.
• Discover ways to ensure that lifetime appointments to 

the federal bench will be fair, independent, and diverse. 

When:     Tuesday, October 17, 2017, 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm
Where:    Beth Sholom Congregation (the landmark synagogue on 611, designed by Frank Lloyd 

Wright) 8231 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA 19027 ⎯ Fischman Auditorium 
Light refreshments will be served.

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a 501(c)(3) grassroots 
organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action.

Donations toward NCJW's educational programs will be welcome at the event.

Register online by Oct. 13:   

https://goo.gl/forms/uJCMMMWpKrJpgfx22 

Questions? Call 215-302-3586 and leave a message. A member of NCJW will get back to 
you.  

Co-Sponsors and Partners: Why Courts Matter−PA; Bucks County Women’s Advocacy 
Coalition; Women’s Law Project; League of Women Voters of Abington, Cheltenham, and 
Jenkintown; Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel; plus more to come
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Domestic Violence and Our Courts 
A Town Meeting for Jurists, Lawyers, Therapists, Law Enforcement and Public Officials 

 
Save the Date:  Tuesday October 3, 2017 at 5:00 PM 

 
Where: Montgomery County Courthouse, Courtroom “A” 

 
 
Join us on Tuesday October 3, 2017 for a unique opportunity to learn, speak and raise the Awareness 

of the issues concerning Domestic Violence and Our Court System.  
 
Following the Town Meeting, please join us on the Courthouse steps as we again “Light the 

Courthouse” in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

 
 

Limited seating; Please RSVP to: Hon Kelly Wall: kwall@montcopa.org 
Joel Bernbaum Esq., Joel@bernbaumfamilylaw.com 

Calling all members!  Calling all members!                                             

Last June, the Board of Directors approved a Strategic Plan for the 
next 5 years. One of the goals involves developing enrichment and 
wellness opportunities and workshops (financial, vocational, 
mental, social and physical) for WCMC members and those in the 
community. We are looking to engage WCMC members, who are 
not currently volunteering.

If you are interested or know someone who might be, please contact Donna Byrne at 
215-996-0723 by 10/10/17, and we’ll make good things happen!
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Women's Center of Montgomery County
8080 Old York Road, Suite 200
Elkins Park, PA  19027

Women's Center 
of Montgomery 
County

Elkins Park Office

215-635-7344

FAX: 215-635-7347

Thrift Shop: 215-885-0651

Norristown Office

610-279-1548

FAX: 610-279-7740

Pottstown Office

610-970-7363

FAX: 610-970-0705

Bryn Mawr Office

610-525-1427

FAX: 610-525-1429

Colmar Office

215-996-0721

FAX: 215-996-0725

www.wcmontco.org

1-800-773-
2424

Second Chances Shoppe

High Quality - Best Low Prices - 
Great Cause

Like us on Facebook

201 Leedom Street, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-885-0651

Monday - Friday
11:00 am to 6:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am to 4:00pm

www.facebook.com/secondchancesthriftshoppe


