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Growing the WCMC – We Are All Stakeholders!

We start 2018 with hope and gratitude.  The hope is that we as an organization continue to best serve, educate, 
and empower women.  The gratitude is to all those that make this possible including members, volunteers, staff, 
donors and our Board.  As you know, the WCMC five year Strategic Plan embodies who we are, and who we 
can be as an organization so that we continue to strive and grow.  As a reminder, last year the plan was approved 
and our Purpose, Approach, Values and Economics (PAVE) were established derived from opinions from and 
discussions with volunteers, staff, Board members and other key stakeholders.  As a reminder these important 
foundations for the Strategic Plan are:

PURPOSE:  WCMC empowers members to be catalysts for change in our community in order to improve the 
lives of women and girls.

APPROACH:  Eliminate domestic violence, champion gender equality, increase enrichment programs.

VALUES:  Committed, empowering, compassionate.

ECONOMICS:  Increase organizational growth through volunteerism and diversity of services with budget-
ary increases to support that growth.

The plan has evolved to include goals, strategies, actions, and tracking capabilities since we last wrote about it 
in April, 2017.  Please also remember that the plan is a fluid document, subject to change and adjustment.   As 
an update, the following goal statements have been established which support the PAVE and are fundamental to 
our success with the plan and to our organization’s path forward:

1. Work to eliminate domestic violence so women can live safer, more stable lives and thrive.

2. Provide educational and growth opportunities to enrich the lives of female members of the community 
each year. 

3. Promote positive change toward gender equality.

4. Grow the organization by increasing volunteer hours, increasing funding, increasing awareness, and 
maintaining high membership satisfaction.

The Planning Committee under the leadership of the committee’s chair Pat Metzger has worked many hours in 
a cohesive fashion to move this plan forward.  The plan has been in existence for 6 months and already we are 
seeing actions to support our strategies and goals with the staff, Board, volunteers, and of course our Executive 
Director, Maria, leading the way.  Some of these are highlighted below:
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1. Additional volunteers have been trained to assist with training of police departments.
2. Holiday outreach to police departments in our county included goodie baskets and WCMC literature.
3. Focus group of volunteers was asked for input on how to improve volunteerism and our programs.
4. The Board voted to approve the “Guiding Principles Public Policy and Systems Advocacy Work” 

statement published in our December Newsletter.
5. Co-sponsored a Town Hall at the Courthouse of Domestic Violence court issues and a “You Be the 

Judge” program in Elkins Park.
6. Several new Board members have been added with diverse talents.
7. Board matrixes and more relevant Board self-assessments have been established.
8. Additional staff positions have been added.
9. Secured a grant to utilize a professional agency to help evaluate and improve Board Committee struc-

ture.
10. Ad-Hoc committee established to evaluate our membership structure
11. Membership/volunteer Task Force also established to assess membership values. 
12. Volunteer workshop held to educate and inform volunteers on sensitive LGBTQ + matters as they 

relate to domestic abuse and counseling. 

This is a five year ambitious plan and while achievements are already being realized it is apparent that more 
involvement and engagement would benefit the plan and our organization.  In the following Newsletters, you 
will find detailed descriptions of Committees to which you can potentially help and bring your ideas and spe-
cific skills.  Additionally, reach out to volunteer coordinators, staff and Board if you have questions and ideas 
to help approach this plan and attain its goals.  As we embarked on the task of creating a long-term Strategic 
Plan three values resonated through all discussions with members, staff, Board and volunteers –Committed, 
Empowered, and Compassionate.  Let’s embrace these values and work together to be the best we can and 
continue the great work we do and more.  

Board of Directors Meeting 
Announcement

The next meeting of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County Board of Directors will be held on Thursday, February 
15th beginning at 6:45 pm in the Walton Community Room at the Colmar Office at 2506 North Broad Street. 

The March meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on Thursday, March 15th in our Elkins Park office at 6:45 p.m.

As with all Board meetings, this meeting is open to current members of the Center. Additionally current members can also 
join most of our Board committees.  If you have an interest on serving on our standing committees – Finance, Special 
Events, Planning, Governance or Development – please contact our Board Co-Presidents Amy Stern and Rosie Santulli 
c/o the Elkins Park office.

In order to ensure that our Board operates at its most effective levels, we also recruit prospective members throughout the 
year for prospective nominees for Board candidacy.  If you or someone you know would consider serving our Center at 
this level, please feel free to discuss with a Committee member or our executive director at our Elkins Park Office (215-
635-7340). We are at present seeking persons with expertise/interest in the areas of finance, development, market and/or 
strategic planning, as well as connections to local corporations.

Please remember this is YOUR board and its composition and service reflects your interests and concerns.  Your input is 
of great value to those of us currently on Board. We appreciate and honor each of you for all that you do.  We look forward 
to hearing from you!
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Remember a Founding Mother Who Embodied our Feminist Spirit!
Saying Goodbye to Regina ‘Jean’ Byrne

It is with much sadness and compassion that the WCMC staff and Board join together to offer our 
condolences to current staff member and former Executive Director Donna Byrne on the passing of her 
mother, Jean Byrne.  

For those of you who have been with the Center over many years you may remember Jean as one of our 
founding mothers, a stalwart activist for feminism and the ERA, and a dedicated volunteer in our thrift 
shop.   She embodied a spirit of empowerment, strength, determination and dignity that exemplifies the best 
in our mission.  We share below the public obituary for Jean, so that those who knew her may remember 
fondly and others may be inspired by her example!

Regina "Jean" Byrne, longtime resident of Montgomery & Philadelphia Counties, 
passed away on January 23, 2018 at Dock Terrace at the age of 94.

Jean was born in Roslyn, Pa on August 25, 1923. She attended St. Luke’s Grade 
School, often spending her trolley money on candy and racing up Easton Rd. with her 
brother to beat the trolley home. She later attended St. Helena’s parish school and 
Little Flower High School. She met her husband, Donald, while in high school and 
married him before he was shipped overseas in WWII. They began their family living 
in Philadelphia with the birth of their first daughter, Donna Byrne (Linda Collins), 
followed three years later by another daughter, Jill Byrne.

During her lifetime Jean was someone who always cared for others: from family members to friends and people she 
did not know. She believed in volunteering and did so her entire adult life. She was always the first to make soup for 
sick friends or take them for doctor visits. She was known for her many friendships and her love for antiques, 
decorating skills, flower centerpieces, traveling and entertaining on a large scale. Last but not least, she was known 
for her feistiness, “I’m 100% Irish, what do you expect?” As the saying goes, “She lived large.”

Women’s Rights and fighting against the injustice of domestic violence were passionate issues in her life. When Jean 
attended the first meeting of the Women’s Center of Eastern Montgomery County in 1976, she often said that she had 
found her niche. As a member of the domestic violence committee, she immersed herself in the work, helping to 
answer the hotline and going out into the night to help abused women and their children escape to safety. She was 
also one of the founders of Laurel House, the shelter for battered women in Montgomery County. She, along with 
her fellow hotliners, felt deep pride in securing a safe place for women and their children to stay. Jean marched and 
picketed for the advancement of women locally, in Chicago and in Washington, D.C. Always interested in politics 
and the related impact on women, her last act of activism was voting for Hillary Clinton.

Jean believed in lifelong learning and decided to go to college in her 50’s. It was not easy for her, and she struggled 
with the many papers she had to write and exams she had to take. “I’m not rusty on study skills,” she would often 
say, “I never had them to begin with. I hated school when I was young!” “Never the less she persisted” and 
graduated from Chestnut Hill College in 1982 with a B.A. in Psychology.

Jean was predeceased by her husband, Don, parents John and Regina, brothers Jack, Tom and Jim. She is the dearest 
Grandmother to Brett Maguire (George Hagopian) as well as John P. Leichner, Jr. (Colleen Thackray) and Paige L. 
Reynolds (John). She is beloved Great Grandmother to Savannah, John, Georgie, Ella, Jack, Brad and Caroline.
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In Celebration of International Women’s Day 
 

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County  
invites you to   

 
Join us at Gypsy Blu Restaurant 
34 East Butler Avenue in Ambler 

 
Thursday, March 8th  
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

 
Admission $25.00 

Includes: 
Appetizers -  Cash bar 

Dance Exhibitions - Free chair massage 
and 

An inspirational message of strength from 
a Domestic Violence Survivor 

For more information on this event or to purchase tickets, contact Maria at our 
Elkins Park office at 215-635-7340 or visit our website at www.wcmontco.org 

after February 1st to purchase tickets. 

Proceeds will benefit the Women’s Center of Montgomery County 
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Save the Date! 
Friday May 18, 2018 
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 
Philly Nights and Lights Celebration!  

Join the  
Women’s Center of Montgomery County 

 
 in being “Phanatical” about ending domestic violence. 
A cocktail party featuring iconic Philadelphia food stations 

at 
Manufacturers’ Golf & Country Club - Fort Washington 

 
Admission Includes:  

Cocktails, Philly Food, Silent & Live Auctions, Raffles & Giveaways 
Meet the Philly Phanatic! 

 
Presentation of the Third Annual Toby Dickman Award to 

State Representative Todd Stephens 
 

Celebrate the 30th Anniversary of our Legal Advocacy Courthouse Project 
Recognizing the Contributions of Project Champion  

Sheriff John Durante in Memoriam 
Award acceptance by Deanna Durante 

 
Recognition Award presented to our Spirit of Empowered Community  

Abington Friends School 
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Thank you to Our Friends at
Abington Friends School

Once again we are extremely grateful to the students, staff, faculty and parents of the Abington 
Friends School who selected the Women’s Center as the recipient of the proceeds from their 
clothing drive and rummage sale conducted as part of their Martin Luther King Day of Service 
activities.  This partnership, which began eight years ago, is an inspiring opportunity to 
experience a genuine sense of community giving and caring.  

Each year I have the honor of joining this wonderful community working with them on this
event.   Their commitment, energy and passion for helping others is so powerful and motivating!
It reinforces for me the message of volunteerism and the greatness we can achieve when we 
work together selflessly to make life better for others. Our futures are truly in safe and caring 
hands under their leadership!

In addition to a donation of clothing, the school raised and donated $1,540.00 to support the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County.  Please join me in expressing our sincerest thanks and 
admiration to the Abington Friends School community!

The used clothing sale that was held in the Lower School on Saturday and Monday as part of the 
“King Day of Service” raised $1,540 for the Women’s Center — even though the highest price 
charged was $3! Volunteers spent hours sorting the donated clothes by type and size. The smart 
shopper pictured above found what looked to be a crystal violin in a Swarovski jewel box and 
paid $3 of her own money for it!
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Gardening as Therapy
The Women’s Center Launches Our New Garden, 

With Planting to Begin Spring 2018
Submitted by Kerri Holt, Volunteer Coordinator – Bryn Mawr Office

We are planning a Women’s Center Garden and we are very excited about it.  Darian, a volunteer in the Bryn 
Mawr office, came up with this wonderful idea.  She is a senior at Haverford College, where she studies women’s 
issues and permaculture and works at the College’s arboretum. 
 
I think most of us feel that being in nature is restorative.  (Although, maybe not so much in the middle of winter.)   
Studies have proven that Horticultural Therapy (or Green Care) is beneficial to our health and well-being.  It 
increases our healing response and sense of relaxation while reducing stress and anger and risk of illness.  You 
may not be surprised by this and have experienced these benefits.  And, of course, gardening provides us with 
healthy food.

It was wonderful to learn that Green Care provides additional benefits to survivors of intimate partner violence.  
One study found that shelter residents participating in Green Care reported a statistically significant increase 
in self-esteem and a decrease in depression.  Furthermore, Green Care helps support financial independence 
by developing occupational skills and providing work experience.  We would hope our Garden would replicate 
these benefits.

The needs and preferences of the women will be of paramount importance as we plan and design the Garden.  
We understand that not any outdoor environment will do.  We want to be considerate to women in every way 
as we design the space and envision the purpose.

So, wish us luck as we continue to develop this idea and put it into practice.  If you have any thoughts or are 
aware of any space in the Lower Merion Township area (our office is in Bryn Mawr) that has a plot available 
we would love to hear from you.  Feel free to give me a call ((610)-525-1428) or send me an email (kholt@
womenscentermc.org).  Kerri Holt, Volunteer Coordinator, Bryn Mawr and Darian Guenther, Volunteer.  

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County is seeking to fill the following two part-time position:

Thrift Shop Sales Clerk - Part-time (Jenkintown)

Part-time up to 20 hours per week.  Based on store hours Monday through Saturday 10 to 5.

Duties: Greet and assist customers; process customer sales; sort and price donations as they come in; 
transport merchandise from donation room to sales floor; refresh merchandise and displays as needed; 
reconcile daily receipts to register; support volunteer operation; keep store neat and clean which in-
cludes but is not limited to: vacuuming, dusting, and taking trash to curbside.   Qualification include 
good attitude and ability to work with a wide range of people;
knowledge of thrift store retail products and general pricing; must be able to lift up to 15 pounds 

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County is an equal opportunity employer.
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Second Chances Shoppe

High Quality - Best Low Prices - 
Great Cause

Like us on Facebook

201 Leedom Street, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-885-0651

Monday - Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am to 4:00pm

www.facebook.com/secondchancesthriftshoppe

The Fabulous Shoe Event – A Fabulous Time with Friends!

A note of thanks to all of our members and friends who supported the Fabulous Shoe event, held on 
Sunday January 21st at Seasons 52 in King of Prussia. 

And a special note of gratitude to event organizer and WCMC member Kathleen Albertson, who also 
represents the Fabulous Shoe Night organization which gathers for socializing and networking and 
raises money for philanthropic causes. 

On January 21sta at Seasons 52, some 50 attendees stepped out wearing their finest footwear and enjoyed 
light bites, drinks, a DJ, and a raffle all to support our Women’s Center.  The event raised more than 
$1,000 for our domestic violence program and services! 


