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With the Cosby trial and our Norristown courthouse the focus of the news in recent weeks we thought it was a 
good time to help our members understand our role in the courthouse and our work to help victims of domestic 
violence obtain a Protection from Abuse Order:

Understanding the Work of Our Court Legal Advocates in
The Courts in Norristown

Women’s Center Court Advocates have been trained to support and respond to the needs of victims of Domestic 
Violence. Our training is based on a trauma-informed, crisis response model that provides confidential legal ad-
vocacy, counseling, safety plan and court accompaniment support to victims and their families.

Our Court Advocates assist victims in understanding their legal options and the civil legal remedies available to 
them through the PFA process and family courts through court accompaniment and legal advocacy assistance.   
Their goal is to assist, to the best of their ability, those who are victims of domestic violence.  Additionally, our 
legal advocates assist victims in understanding and accessing their rights under Pennsylvania’s Crime Victims’ 
Rights and Services Act, including support with crime victim compensation filings, preparation of victim impact 
statement, and enrollment in notification services such as SAVIN.

In Montgomery County, court is currently held for those who have petition the court for Protection Orders every 
Thursday and on alternate Tuesdays.  When the court advocates arrive to the courtroom, an announcement is 
made, that anyone without an attorney can approach them for assistance.  

The first thing we tell those who want our assistance is that we are not attorneys.  Therefore, we will not give 
them legal advice.  We are there to tell them their rights and their options.  Under no circumstances would we tell 
them what we thought they should do or even how strong we thought their case was.  We make it clear that they 
must make their own decisions.  We are glad to explain the, sometimes complicated, choices they must make.  
For many, they find our non-professional explanation very helpful.

If the defendant is willing to make an Agreement, we will help the parties negotiate that order as well as write it 
up, while in their presence, all along explaining the terms and conditions.  

If an Agreement cannot be made, we let the parties know how the court will call on them to testify.  Or, there are 
times we might inform them of their right to request a Continuance.  In that case, we will inform both parties that 
the order continues with a penalty of fine or arrest to the defendant.  

We are grateful to our Legal Advocacy Project Staff, led by Program Director Denise Flynn, our legal advocates 
in our courthouse satellite office who assist victims in filing for PFAs, and Legal Advocate/Court Liaison Betsy 
Green and all of her dedicated, knowledgeable and hard-working trained volunteer legal advocates who provide 
court accompaniment and support to those in crisis!
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Honor Your Mother on
Mother’s Day

Sunday May 13, 2018
With A Special Gift

q Please accept the enclosed donation of $________ in honor of 
___________________________________________________ on Mother’s Day. 

If the Women’s Center receives this flyer by MAY 8th, then my honoree will receive a 
personalized Mother’s Day Card, letting her know she inspired this donation to the Women’s 
Center and their work to empower women and end domestic violence.

 
q Please accept the enclosed donation of $_______ in memory of 
__________________________________________________ on Mother’s Day.

For credit card donations, please supply the credit card number, expiration date, 
CVV and the zip code of the billing address.   Minimum donation: $5 per card

Mother’s Name ______________________________________________________

Mother’s Address_____________________________________________________

            _____________________________________________________

          Your Name _________________________________________________________

          Your Address________________________________________________________

                   ________________________________________________________

Your Personalized Message to be printed on your card 
(or you can opt for our standard message):

           _________________________________________________________________________
           _________________________________________________________________________
           _________________________________________________________________________

Send Completed form and payment to:
Women’s Center of Montgomery County

8080 Old York Road, Suite 200
Elkins Park, PA 19027
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Save the Date!
Friday May 18, 2018

6:30 pm – 9:30 pm

Philly Nites and Lites Celebration! 

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County 
invites you to our Annual Fundraiser in support of our Domestic Violence program

Manufacturers Golf & Country Club

Presentation of the Third Annual Toby Lynn Dickman Award 
 to PA. State Rep. Todd Stephens

Program Patron Award to Sheriff John Durante, in Memoriam,
Accepted by his daughter, Deanna Durante 

Community Empowerment Award 
Presented to Abington Friends School                                         

Board of Directors Meeting 
Announcement

The next meeting of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County Board of Directors will be held on Monday, 
May 21st in our Elkins Park office at 6:45 p.m.

As with all Board meetings, this meeting is open to current members of the Center. Additionally current members 
can also join most of our Board committees.  If you have an interest on serving on our standing committees 
– Finance, Special Events, Planning, Governance or Development – please contact our Board Co-Presidents 
Amy Stern and Rosie Santulli c/o the Elkins Park office.

In order to ensure that our Board operates at its most effective levels, we also recruit prospective members 
throughout the year for prospective nominees for Board candidacy.  If you or someone you know would consider 
serving our Center at this level, please feel free to discuss with a Committee member or our executive direc-
tor at our Elkins Park Office (215-635-7340). We are at present seeking persons with expertise/interest in the 
areas of finance, development, market and/or strategic planning, as well as connections to local corporations.

Please remember this is YOUR board and its composition and service reflects your interests and concerns.  
Your input is of great value to those of us currently on Board. We appreciate and honor each of you for all that 
you do.  We look forward to hearing from you!
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“I’m not afraid of storms, for I’m learning to sail my ship.” – Louisa May Alcott

            For those who have been through the storm of an abusive relationship, The Women’s Center offers 
a way to help navigate toward calm seas – support groups.
 
 Our support groups are designed to provide survivors of intimate partner abuse an encouraging at-
mosphere through which to discuss their experiences and provide mutual help to others.  Facilitated by our 
experienced peer counselors, there are many benefits to attending these meetings. Survivors generally:

•	 Feel more empowered and in control of their lives.

•	 Improve their coping skills and ability to adapt.

•	 Have freedom from being judged and feel less lonely.

•	 Talk openly and honestly about their feelings.

•	 Feel less anxiety and distress.

•	 Develop a clearer understanding of their situations.

•	 Get practical and empathetic advice from others survivors.

•	 Get satisfaction from supporting others.

 Healing from intimate partner abuse is a process.  When a survivor joins one of our support 
groups, she may be nervous about sharing personal issues with others. At first, attendees may benefit 
from simply listening. There is never pressure to actively participate, and each survivor takes away what 
she personally needs at any time.

 Given that the Women’s Center has many offices, please feel free to reach to the one that is 
convenient for you.  Our counselors will readily provide you with more specific information about the
Support Group program. 

•	 Bryn Mawr Office:   610-525-1427 

•	 Elkins Park Office:  215-635-7344 

•	 Lansdale Hospital - Abington Health: 215-853-8060

•	 Norristown Office:   610-279-1548 

•	 Pottstown Office:    610-970-7363 

Remember: “You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”  - Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Thank you to First 
Presbyterian Church!

The Women's Center of Montgomery County
Please make us your highest priority 

United Way Donor Option 
Number  00433
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Save the Date!

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County invites 
you to join us for our

14th Annual

5K Run/3K Walk 

Do your part to STOP domestic violence
 in our community and 
RAISE AWARENESS!

Join us at Germantown Academy
Carey Stadium & Athletic Fields

340 Morris Road
Ft. Washington, PA

Sunday, August 5, 2018
Registration Begins at 8:00 a.m.

Race Start Time 9:00 a.m. 

For more information on how to serve on this Special Event Planning Committee, 
chaired by Dov Weiner and Marguerite Nocchi,

 contact Maria at our Elkins Park office at 215-635-7340.

Please consider joining the committee.
We need help in the following areas:

•	 Getting the word out so we can increase the number of participants

•	 Soliciting friends, neighbors, and vendors for sponsorship support

•	 Helping on the event day doing everything from registering participants to staffing 
the raffle table etc.



Attention Friends and Supporters 
of  the Women’s Center of  Montgomery County:

Seeking Board Engagement?

As someone already committed to our mission of  empowering women and eliminating do-
mestic violence in our community you may want to consider taking the next step by becoming 
a member of  our Board of  Directors.  

As members of  a working board, Directors are expected to attend board meetings which are 
currently held every month from September through June.  These meetings are typically one 
and half  to two hours and are held the third Thursday evening of  the month.  Additional 
responsibilities include participation on two Board committees or, in the alternative, chairing 
one committee.  

Directors must be active members of  the Women’s Center of  Montgomery County, which 
includes payment of  the annual $35.00 membership dues and volunteering at least 52 hours of  
service each year (including Board meeting, committee service hours and attendance at Board 
fundraising events).

If  you have a high level of  passion and commitment to our mission of  ending domestic violence, 
this is your opportunity to become a leader in our organization and to make a real difference by 
volunteering your time, energy, experience and vision to our Board of  Directors.  Our Board 
of  Directors is a diverse, dedicated and talented group of  individuals who recognize that we 
can affect positive change through volunteer engagement and a shared vision for the future.  
By becoming a member of  our Board of  Directors, your involvement can directly benefit the 
victims of  domestic violence we serve!

We meet with prospective candidates throughout the year to ensure that they receive a full 
orientation to the Center and our Board expectations prior to making the commitment to join.  
If  you are interested, please contact Beth Rubin, Nominating Chair, by email at bethfrubin@
msn.com. 

For more information about the Women’s Center of  Montgomery County, please visit our 
website at www.wcmontco.org.  Thank you! 



RAFFLE SELECTION FOR PHILLY NIGHTS/ PHILLY LIGHTS
Event May 18, 2018

TICKETS:  $25.00 each or Five (5) tickets for $100.00
Winners do not have to be present at drawing but 

must complete ticket stub with name and contact information!

RAFFLE BASKET DESCRIPTION

FOR THE LOVE OF PHILLY FOOD
Chestnut Grill              $100.00 gift card
Pyramid Club                 $120.00 gift card
Reading Terminal         $200.00 gift card
Sansom Street Oyster House                $150.00 gift card

FOR THE LOVE OF PHILLY ART AND SUCH
Linocut of Love Statue           $100.00 stated value
Philadelphia Museum of Art – One-year Family Membership  $125.00 stated valued
Walnut Street Theatre                $100.00 gift card
Toppers Spa        $100.00 gift card
Academy of Natural Science     -  4 Admissions         $80.00                         
Pa Academy of Art – One year Family Pass             $80.00 
Urban Axes – 4 Admissions                                   $80.00  
Independence Seaport Museum – 4 Admissions          $64.00 

FOR THE LOVE OF PHILLY SPORTS
10 VIP tour passes to Lincoln Financial Field (includes locker room)
4 Union Soccer Tickets with 4 Pre-Game Field Passes  $400.00 stated value
2 Premium Phillies Tickets              $180.00 stated value
Xfinity                                          $100.00 gift card
4 Temple Football Tickets                       $80.00 stated value
Philly Soft Pretzels                                $20.00 gift card

To purchased raffle tickets contact our Elkins Park office at 215-635-7340



DATED MATERIAL

   Womenews Newsletter  Copyright WCMC 2018. Produced by the staff and volunteers of the Women's Center of Montgomery County.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Women's Center of Montgomery County
8080 Old York Road, Suite 200
Elkins Park, PA  19027

Women's Center 
of Montgomery 
County

Elkins Park Office

215-635-7344

FAX: 215-635-7347

Thrift Shop: 215-885-0651

Norristown Office

610-279-1548

FAX: 610-279-7740

Pottstown Office

610-970-7363

FAX: 610-970-0705

Bryn Mawr Office

610-525-1427

FAX: 610-525-1429

Colmar Office

215-996-0721

FAX: 215-996-0725

www.wcmontco.org

1-800-773-
2424

Second Chances Shoppe

High Quality - Best Low Prices - 
Great Cause

Like us on Facebook

201 Leedom Street, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-885-0651

Monday - Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am to 4:00pm

www.facebook.com/secondchancesthriftshoppe


