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Womenews
Be Amazing!  Support the Women’s Center of Montgomery County

As you are aware, we are coming up on October, Domestic Violence Awareness month.  On behalf of 
the Board of Directors and Staff we encouraging you to consider trying something new in an effort to 
help us raise not only funds but awareness of our organization and our mission.

One of our community partners, the Tri County Network (TCN), is supporting the nonprofit commu-
nity to help raise much needed funds through their “Amazing Raise” online campaign.  The Amazing 
Raise is a giving challenge that brings together non-profits in the region to create a single day collab-
orative effort to raise funds and shine a spotlight on the work of organizations doing good work in the 
Tri-County Area (Montgomery County, Eastern Berks County, Northern Chester County). For every 
dollar raised online by the Women’s Center through the “Amazing Raise” website on October 16, 
2018, a funding match will be provided!!

If you would like to participate in this unique opportunity to increase your giving power, the rules are 
simple:

1. You must donate online with a credit card at the designated Women’s Center link -www.
amazingraisetricounty.org/wcmc.  

2. You can log in on Tuesday, October 16th or you may log on in advance and pre-schedule your 
credit card donation to occur on the 16th.

As we said, for every dollar raised through this link on October 16th a funding match will be provided. 
The more we raise, the higher our match will be!

We hope you will consider joining this campaign on October 16th, which we believe will impact 
our organization by raising funds and awareness.  On behalf of the entire Women’s Center Board of 
Directors, thank you!

The Amazing Raise – Matching Funds Campaign
www.amazingraisetricounty.org/wcmc

Tuesday, October 16th
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Happy National Coming Out Day! 
October 11th is the celebration of coming out as lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, queer, and/or as an ally. 

Join the Women’s Center as we honor the 30th Anniversary of 
National Coming Out Day on Thursday, October 11th, 2018. 

 

 

Photo taken from the official website of the Human Rights Campaign 

 

Wear a rainbow ribbon or an ALLY sticker to help demonstrate 
support for the LGBTQIA community. 

 

The Women’s Center is a safe space for all victims and survivors. 

 

 

“No one in America should ever be afraid to walk down the street 
holding the hand of the person they love.” 

Former President Barack Obama 
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HB 2060 
Domestic Violence Homicide Prevention

Nearly 54% of the mass shootings in the U.S. today are linked to family  
violence, as are nearly a quarter of all killings of police officers.1

At least 52% of American women killed with guns are killed by intimate 
partners or family members. When a gun is present in a domestic violence 
situation, the woman is five times more likely to be killed.2 

According to the journal, Injury Prevention, cities see a 25% reduction in  
intimate-partner gun homicides when states pass laws restricting access to  
firearms by people with an active protection order against them. 3

In March, the Senate version of this bill (SB 501) unanimously passed the Senate. The goal of this 
legislation is to protect victims of domestic violence by strengthening Pennsylvania’s PFA Act.

WHAT THE BILL DOES:
• Narrows the window of time an offender has to turn over their guns for safekeeping to 24 hours for 

misdemeanor convictions of domestic violence. Current law allows 60 days—too much time for an  
offender to lethally use weapons against their victims. 

• Eliminates the ability for offenders to turn guns over to friends or family members for safekeeping; 
instead weapons must be turned over to law enforcement, a licensed firearms dealer, an attorney or a 
commercial armory.

• Strives to improve the safety of victims of domestic violence, law enforcement and the community  
by keeping guns from convicted abusers who have demonstrated a propensity for violence.

• Allows plaintiffs to be accompanied by a sheriff or law enforcement before or during service of a PFA in 
order to safely retrieve personal belongings from their residence. (This language has been incorporated 
from unanimously-passed, SB 500).

• Provides additional protection to victims by allowing plaintiffs to extend a PFA against an incarcerated 
defendant who has been, or will be, released from custom within 90 days. (This language has been incor-
porated from unanimously-passed, SB 502).

THIS BILL DOES NOT:
• Violate an offender’s due process. This legislation impacts court adjudicated domestic violence abusers.
• Impose on the 2nd amendment rights of responsible gun owners. 

THE
FACTS

1 Everytown Analysis of Mass Shootings. Found at https://everytownresearch.org/reports/mass-shootings-analysis/
2 Everytown Research. Domestic Violence. Found at https://everytownresearch.org/issue/domestic-violence/
3  Zeoli, AM, & Webster, DW. Effects of domestic violence policies, alcohol taxes and police staffing levels on intimate partner homicide in large US 
cities. Injury Prevention. 2010;16(2), 90-95.

PCADV.org / 717.545.6400Rvsd: Septermber 27, 2018
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ UPDATE  
FROM THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

ORGANIZING THE ORGANIZATION

I’ve been Governance/Nominating Chair of the Women’s Center for a number of years, but this year is dif-
ferent.   In former years we were a very small committee, with too much work for only 4-5 members.  This year 
we have burgeoned to a committee of 10 members of devoted professionals, who are inspiring and invigorating 
me.  Last year we received great guidance from the COMPASS group that helped us to organize our committees   
This year we on Governance will be organizing our committee, and helping to organize the entire organization!!!

Each Board committee is developing a template and charter for its committee.  We are all clearly delineat-
ing goals and measurable outcomes.  Governance is planning on splitting into four sub-committees; two that 
actually address the Nominating part of our work, and two that address the Governance part of our work.

The Pre-Election sub-committee will work on Board recruitment, up until the election process in May of 
each year.  The Post-Election sub-committee will do the work following the election of the Board members, 
including Board and Officer succession planning.

The third sub-committee will work on Governance of the Board and the committees, tracking and evaluat-
ing them.  Their work will include the Board’s assessment of its progress, and self-assessments by the Board 
members.

And, lastly, the fourth sub-committee, also addressing the Governance part of our committee, will oversee 
compliance and reviews of Board documents, including our 15-page Board By-Laws.

Governance is an newly energized committee, meeting monthly, and working as a team.

We welcome any new members who are interested in ensuring that the Board of the Women’s Center of 
Montgomery County continues to attract qualified, motivated members to lead the organization; and, that the 
organization itself operates transparently and effectively.  We proudly hold the organization to the highest of 
standards!!

Beth Rubin 
Nominating/Governance Chair of the Board of Directors
Women’s Center of Montgomery County 



KNOW THE SIGNS: USING CHILDREN
Bradley, not his real name, was a happy-go-lucky kindergarten student. He’d sing, play, paint and learn 
with glee. About mid-year school year, something disturbing started to happen. The young boy started hit-
ting himself in the head. Over, and over and over again.
 
For the cause of this behavior, one did not have to look much further than the classroom door. Almost 
daily, one of Bradley’s parents would arrive and offer an acidic he said/she said diatribe.  Mom was “cra-
zy.” Dad was too busy with his new girlfriend to pack Bradley’s schoolbag. And so it went - on and on and 
on.  If Bradley’s parents acted so vengefully in public, one’s imagination would have to go to the ugly side 
to think about what happened behind closed doors. 

As the Power and Control Wheel continues to spin, this month it lands on USING CHILDREN. When a 
perpetrator abuses those with the smallest voices, all bets are off.  While it seems unfathomable that one 
would use children as pawns, there is clear evidence that they are often used as leverage as one or both par-
ties try to trump the other. Here are some tactics from an abuser’s playbook:

•	 Breaking or threatening to destroy a child’s special belonging to punish the other parent.

•	 Undermining the other parent by disrupting a child’s sleep schedule, social schedule, school re-
quirements and such. 

•	 Minimizing the other parent’s authority when it comes to creating sensible boundaries. Allowing 
children to purposely break rules.

•	 Discrediting the other parent through name-calling, using social status like income or making ac-
cusations of cheating in front of a child.

•	  Blocking access to finances and health insurance for a child to punish the other adult.

•	 Using children as spies and trying rally them against the other parent. 

AND…

•	 Using physical or sexual force against a child until the other partner complies with demands.

 Some of the biggest victims of domestic violence are the smallest among us.  The exposure of children to 
this scourge often goes hidden, but the statistics are daunting. According to the Childhood Domestic Vio-
lence Association:

•	 5 million children witness domestic violence each year in the US.

•	 Children from homes with violence are much more likely to experience significant psychological 
problems short- and long-term.

•	 Children who’ve experienced domestic violence often meet the diagnostic criteria for Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder(PTSD) and the effects on their brain are similarly to those experienced by 
combat veterans.

•	 Domestic violence in childhood is directly correlated with difficulties learning, lower IQ scores, de-
ficiencies in visual-motor skills and problems with attention and memory.

•	 Those who grow up with domestic violence are six times more likely to commit suicide and 50% 
more likely to abuse drugs and alcohol.



•	 Those who grow up with domestic violence, are 74% more likely to commit a violent crime against 
someone else.

•	 Children of domestic violence are three times more likely to repeat the cycle in adulthood, as grow-
ing up with domestic violence is the most significant predictor of whether or not someone will be 
engaged in domestic violence later in life.

If suspect any type of abuse of child abuse, report it to Children and Youth Services immediately. You do 
not have to investigate the matter to make sure you are right. Trained professional will make that determi-
nation. It’s proven that children who have at least one caring, supportive adult in their lives are more likely 
to build resiliency and cope in positive ways.  YOU can be the the voice for the innocent.

Keep in mind that animals are also considered to be family members. A lot of the same reasoning as above 
applies to the furry, finned and feathered. Animals are quite often used as pawns in relationship games. 
They can be abused or the reason why an abused person stays in a volatile situation. The Women’s Center 
recognizes this and is working to build relationships with area veterinarians and animal rescue societies for 
victim support. 

As always, if YOU need support, you are encouraged to call our confidential HOTLINE: 1-800-773-2424. 
Our caring counselors are available 24/7 to guide you in a sensible and sensitive way.

National Domestic Violence Hotline Recognizes Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month by Asking Public to Do Just One Thing to End Abuse

September 28, 2018 
For Immediate Release 

Austin, TX – September 28, 2018 – The National Domestic Violence Hotline is inviting the public to par-
ticipate in a special campaign this October during Domestic Violence Awareness Month by committing to 
do “one thing” to end relationship abuse. In partnership with advocacy organizations across the U.S., The 
Hotline is calling on members of the media, advocates, partners, supporters, survivors, and others to make a 
collective difference in the ongoing effort to end relationship abuse.

Anyone can become a part of the #1Thing campaign by sharing what they’re doing or what they plan to do 
to end the epidemic of domestic violence. According to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey, about 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men have experienced severe physical violence by an intimate part-
ner at some point in their lifetime.

To join, participants are asked to tape a short message, 30-60 seconds on their smartphone and to answer 
the question, “What is the one thing you are doing, or plan to do, to end domestic violence?” and then share 
their video on social media using the hashtags #1Thing and #NDVH.

Many people care and understand that domestic violence is a serious public health problem, but they don’t 
take action. They want to do something but believe their actions can’t make a difference. Just imagine if each 
of us committed to doing one thing – this collective action could create real social transformation.

“Every day for the past 22 years, our advocates at The Hotline have answered calls from people seeking sup-



port, information, and resources. We hope that one day our services will no longer be needed, but until that 
day comes we look for solutions and we offer hope to anyone affected by abuse,” said Katie Ray-Jones, chief 
executive officer of the National Domestic Violence Hotline. “It’s important that we continue to be there for 
victims and survivors and to work as a collective to end domestic violence once and for all.”

In this short video, Ray-Jones shares how everyone can bring their voice to The Hotline’s storytelling series 
that kicks off October 1 on the organization’s Facebook page.

BACKGROUND ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The Hotline’s recently released 2017 Impact Report  shows 323,356 calls, chats, and texts were answered by 
its advocates, but 98,159 went unanswered due to a lack of resources. Additionally, the reports revealed the 
following:

•	 74% increase in number of contacts indicating that firearms played a role in their abuse

•	 13% increase in number of contacts related to immigration, consistent with a national trend among 
domestic and sexual violence service providers

•	 11% increase in contacts from persons who reported their abusive situation involved children

•	 7% increase in contacts related to suicide (attempts or threats of suicide used as coercion by abuser)

The types of domestic violence most discussed during these contacts included:

•	 Emotional Abuse: 86% reported some type of emotional and verbal abuse. Emotionally abusive 
partners often exert power and control over their partners by limiting who their partners see, what 
they do, and where they go. They instill shame and fear and often demean their partners with insults, 
threats, and punishments that slowly eat away at their partner’s self-worth. Emotional abusers may 
prevent their partners from making decisions, and sometimes they prevent them from working outside 
of the home or seeing family and friends – isolating them.

•	 Physical Abuse: 60% reported some type of physical abuse such as hitting, biting, and choking. 
Physical abuse is often what most people think about when we use the term domestic violence.

•	 Financial Abuse: 22% reported their abusers were stealing money or limiting access to money, using 
their partner’s credit cards or forcing their partners to co-sign on lines of credit. Some forced their 
partners to open joint accounts and prevented them from opening separate accounts or having access 
to their own money.

•	 Digital Abuse: 12%. Examples of digital abuse include using GPS or a phone to stalk their partners or 
track their travel, sending relentless text messages, closely monitoring computer use and using cam-
eras in the home to monitor activities. The digital abuse category adapts as innovations in technology 
expand.

•	 Sexual Abuse: 10%. Abusive partners may do things such as forcing unwanted sexual activity, involv-
ing other people in sexual activities without permission, forced viewing of pornography or 
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 Montgomery County Officials and the
Montgomery County Family Law Division

of the Montgomery Bar Association
Recognize 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

For the third consecutive year, our Montgomery County Commissioners will be com-
memorating Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October) with a ceremony that 
includes lighting the court house in purple lights to symbolize their commitment to 
promoting awareness.

Please join the Board, staff and volunteers from the Women’s Center of Montgomery 
County at this event on Wednesday, October 10th at 5:00 pm at the Montgomery 
County Court House in Norristown.


