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Womenews
Celebrating the Staff and Volunteers at the

Second Chances Shoppe

Hopefully you have had a chance to visit our Women’s Center’s thrift shop located at 201 Leedom Street in Jenkintown. 
Since moving to this location in August 2015 the shop has captivated community members with its charm, warmth and 
bargains!  

Over the store’s more than 25-year history we have maintained our commitment to empowering our volunteers to be a 
strong voice in the direction of the store.  With minimal paid staff, the store is open from 10 to 5 Monday through Friday 
and Saturday 10 to 4.  Volunteers working alongside staff process a huge volume of donations each day - inspecting, 
sorting, pricing and displaying merchandise for eagerly awaiting shoppers.

In addition to providing shopping opportunities for the community, the shop also serves as a haven for clients in crisis 
accessing our services – individuals in need of clothing and housewares as they transition to safety.  Through the dona-
tions we receive – both items and cash donated at the shop– we are able to provide, at no cost, goods and services to help 
families find stability and security.

And perhaps most importantly, for me, the shop embodies our mission of empowerment, enabling a dedicated and hard-
working group of volunteers to give back to the community in service to others while developing and expressing their 
creativity, marketing and impressive retail sales skills!

I am genuinely excited to report that, since August, our shop has achieved much of the potential we envisioned when 
we first relocated there.  Under the leadership of Store Manager and Volunteer Coordinator Robin Meterchick, the shop 
has realized record sales.  For the five- month period from July 1 through November 28th, the shop has had more than 
$26,500 in sales – an historic record for the shop.

Robin has also grown our volunteer pool to more than 13 trained volunteers, providing coverage at the shop.  These 
individuals are among the hardest workers you could imagine and so dedicated to ensuring that the shop looks clean, 
orderly and welcoming!  Their camaraderie and mutual respect is as infectious and obvious as their talents and their love 
for the customers.

We have also received numerous notes, emails and commentary feed-
back from our customers who are as thrilled as we are with the direction 
of the shop and the environment Robin and her volunteers have created. 

On behalf of the Board and staff of the Women’s Center I would like 
to congratulate, acknowledge and thank this incredible team for all 
that they are doing!  And if you have not been by our shop in recent 
months, I encourage you to stop by and take a look.  You are sure to 
be captivated!!
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Please consider donating any of the following new items this 

holiday season: 
 Gift Cards to Barnes & Noble and/or Amazon – to 

Benefit their LGBTQ+ Library  
 Gift Cards to Grocery Stores  
 Hygiene Products (For All Genders) 
 First Aid Kit and/or Supplies 
 Art Supplies  

 
*The SAGA Community Center is also looking for a TV & Rolly 
Cart for their Gaming Room.  To make a monetary donation 
towards this goal, or if you have an item you wish to donate, 

please contact Colleen.* 

For questions and more information, please contact Colleen in 
our Colmar office: 215-996-0723 or at 

cdych@womenscentermc.org 
 

Part of the Women’s Center’s LGBTQIA Initiative 
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Identifying Signs of Abuse and Control
Submitted by Robin Jordan, WCMC Community Education Specialist

Edward forgot to put his credit card in his wallet. Upon having to settle the bill at the restaurant, he real-
ized he did not have the means to pay. Meg remained at the restaurant until red-faced Edward drove back to 
the house to retrieve his card. (She should have been able to pay, but that’s a story for another month.). The 
drive home was reckless and scary. Edward ignored every traffic sign and screamed at Meg the entire jour-
ney back.  With rage, he insisted that it was her fault for the event. She should have reminded him that his 
new card was on the table.  At home, doors slammed, feet stomped. Meg shook.

The next morning, Meg gave Edward the silent treatment. Edward did not know why. Why didn’t Meg 
understand why he was so angry toward her? He was the one who was wronged and he just raised his voice.  
Now, she should just move on and get over it.

This month, the spin of the Power and Control Wheel stops on Minimizing, Denying and Blaming.  This 
tactic is quite common and allows one to abuse without accepting responsibility. Let’s break down each part:
Minimizing:  Minimizing entails acknowledging one may have done something harmful, but refuses to take 
responsibility for the level of abusive behavior and the level of harm caused. In Meg’s story, Edward tells 
her she deserved the abuse and to “just move on and get over it.”

Denying: Denial entails acting as if one has not been abusive, controlling, nor harmful, therefore believing 
there is nothing for which to be responsible and accountable. In Meg’s story, Edward denies the fact that he 
acted poorly.  He merely “raised his voice.”  In Edward’s mind, there was no abuse. He didn’t even touch 
her.

Blaming: Blaming entails admitting that one has used abusive and controlling behaviors but takes absolute-
ly no ownership or responsibility for actions and their effects. In Meg’s story, Edward finds a way to project 
his forgetfulness on Meg. Because Meg should have reminded him to take his credit card, she deserved his 
tirade. It was all her fault. Meg made Edward act out.

Abusers who use the tactic of Minimizing, Denying and Blaming have a hard time coping with their de-
structive actions. It is easier for them to project on others than to admit wrong-doing. Ironically, the weak-
ness of the abuser can also weaken the victim over time. The victim can start to feel, incapable, unworthy 
and submissive. 

People who experience Minimizing, Denying and Blaming usually feel emotionally trapped. They might say 
that they have to “walk on eggshells” around their partner. Because conflict is a normal part of all relation-
ships, a pattern may develop without one even realizing what is happening. Minimizing, Denying and Blam-
ing is a sign of mistreatment that is quite difficult to catch.

If you feel that you are a victim of any sort of abuse or have questions about possible abusive behaviors, 
please feel free to contact the Women’s Center on our confidential 24/7 Hotline.  We, as always, are here for 
YOU.
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County is seeking to fill the following position:
 

Court Advocacy Specialist– Norristown Court House

Purpose: 1) to provide court accompaniment to victims of  domestic violence in Protection 
from Abuse cases and other court matters arising from their PFA; 2) to assist the Legal 
Advocacy Project in delivering services to victims of  abuse; and 3) to assist in supervising 
volunteers who deliver these services.

Part-time – 18- 20 hours

Qualifications: 
Knowledge and sensitivity to domestic abuse dynamics;
Experience providing legal advocacy services to PFA petitioners

     Capacity for working with detail and ability to organize; 
 Ability to work independently and to handle stressful situations;
 
Requirements
  Completion of  45 hour PCADV-approved Counselor/Advocate training
  8-12 hours of  ongoing training annually
	 	 Adherence	to	established	Confidentiality	Policies

Reporting Relationships: Reports to the Program Director, Legal Advocacy Project 

Interested applications should email their resumes to
mmacaluso@womenscentermc.org 

or mail resumes to 
Maria Macaluso, Executive Director c/o the Elkins Park office, 

no later than December 20, 2018

It is the policy of the Women’s Center to provide program services and opportunities for volunteerism, 
training and employment without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, age, sex, ancestry, disability 

or sexual orientation.
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Help Us Turn the Tide of Domestic Violence 

At Our 2019 Spring Gala “DOWN THE SHORE” - May 19th  
The WCMC Spring Gala is shoring up to be a brilliant event but most importantly it is our major 
fundraiser and essential for funding our important services.   It will be held at Manufacturer’s 
Country Club, which is a beautiful setting, in the early evening on May 19th.  We do need your 
help and would love to have you involved.   Here are some ways you can help: 

 Items for our really big sunshiny raffles –Here are some ideas if you have a contact and 
potentially get a donation for these. Information and paperwork for tax purposes will be 
provided to you for any donation.  We are upping our marketing of the event so we 
would like to have these items by the January 15th or ASAP of course.   

 Do you or someone you know have a place at the shore they are willing to 
donate either a week or weekend stay 

 Dinner at a shore restaurant (or a gift card for dinner at a restaurant) 

 Beachwear or beach item store gift card 

 Tickets for a show  

 Any other beachy ideas 

 Join our task force 

  Help at the event 

If you would like more information or are interested, please contact rsantu9604@comcast.net.  
Thanks so very much for all you do. 
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Governor Wolf Praises Advocates for New Domestic Violence
Gun Safety Protections

November 14, 2018

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf thanked advocates for their ongoing support of victims of do-
mestic violence during a ceremonial bill signing of Act 79 of 2018, the first bill to truly take guns away 
from the dangerous abusers who use them to kill, terrorize and control.

“Domestic violence is a scourge on our society and this bill and its reforms will go a long way to protect 
victims, hold abusers accountable and keep guns out of the hands of dangerous individuals,” said Gov. 
Wolf. “I want to personally thank the hundreds of advocates and everyday citizens who made their voices 
heard and got this bill to my desk. Pennsylvania did the right thing with House Bill 2060 to protect vic-
tims of domestic violence.

In taking this important step forward toward protecting women, families, and communities against violent 
domestic abusers, Gov. Wolf was joined by Rep. Marguerite Quinn, Sen. Tom Killion, Executive Director 
of Ceasefire Shira Goodman, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
Susan Higginbotham, leader of the Pennsylvania chapter of Moms Demand Action Deb Marteslo, Chair 
of the Pennsylvania Commission for Women Randi Teplitz, domestic abuse survivor Angela Quarles, 
legislators, and representatives of the Commission for Women and Everytown for Gun Safety.

The new law includes additional safeguards to help protect victims of domestic violence, including:
•	 New requirements around prohibiting abusers who have been issued a final protection from abuse 

orders issued after a contested hearing or conviction for misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence 
from possessing firearms and requires them to turn in their guns to law enforcement agencies 
within 24 hours while the order is in effect;

•	 Eliminates the concern about simply relinquishing a firearm to a family member or friend;
•	 Allows for the time that an individual is incarcerated not to be counted for the 90 days of a tem-

porary PFA.



continued from Page 6

Due to the urgency of enacting the legislation, Gov. Wolf officially signed the bill into law immediately after 
receiving it on Oct. 12. He urges the General Assembly to continue making Pennsylvania safer by passing 
commonsense gun safety reforms, such as requiring anyone purchasing a firearm to go through a State Police 
background check.

“I hope that this bill is the beginning of more bipartisan work to find commonsense ways to keep dangerous 
weapons away from dangerous people,” said Gov. Wolf. “We owe the citizens of this commonwealth a safe 
place and we need to continue working together – politics aside – to make that a reality.”

Mensch Bill Increasing Penalties for Domestic Violence 
Committed in Front of Children Signed into Law

Posted on Oct 24, 2018

Harrisburg – Legislation sponsored by Sen. Bob Mensch (R-24) increasing penalties for domestic 
violence when it is committed in front of children was signed into law today.

Senate Bill 1092 makes an occurrence of domestic violence in front of children a sentencing enhancement 
for the offenses of simple and aggravated assault. Simple and Aggravated Assault are the two most 
commonly charged offenses for acts of domestic violence.

Although children are less likely than women to be direct victims of domestic violence, they are often 
present when violence occurs, Mensch noted. One in 10 children in the U.S. are exposed to domestic 
violence, and the majority of them are under six years old.

“The short-term consequences of a child witnessing this violence include increased anxiety, depres-
sion, low self-esteem, aggression, difficulty concentrating, social isolation and lack of empathy,” said 
Mensch. “Additionally, when these affected children grow up they are more likely to engage in danger-
ous behavior and are more likely to be caught up in a vicious cycle of abuse. They become an abuser 
or an abused person themselves.”

The new law was the result of the joint efforts of the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association and 
Cabrini College’s Center for Children of Trauma and Domestic Violence Education.

“The data is clear that when a perpetrator commits an act of violence in front of a child, there is more 
than one victim. The child suffers many of the same consequences as if he or she had been the direct 
victim,” Mensch said. “My expectation for this legislation is that it helps to end the vicious cycle of 
domestic violence found in our society.”

Senate Bill 1092 was approved by the Senate in May and passed the House of Representatives on 
October 16.



Annual Appeal Follow Up Request
Dear Members and Supporters of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County:

This is the time of the year that we have many things to be thankful for.  We are especially thankful for the support that you 
provide to the Center.  In order to meet our mission and provide services in our community, we rely on the generosity of 
individuals like you. Without the assistance of community-minded individuals just like you, we would not be able to serve those 
in our community each year.

We ask that you make a commitment to support our annual appeal by making a cash donation.  This year our goal is $10,000, and 
we hope that you will be able to make a contribution.  Your donation will make a difference in our community by allowing us to 
continue in our work.

Many of you have already sent in your pledges directly to the Center or through the Amazing Raise campaign in October.  We are 
tremendously grateful to you for your generosity and support.  If you have not yet made your pledge, we ask that you consider 
making a donation at this time.

Remember that every donation makes a difference, regardless of size.

On behalf of the Board and staff of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County, we wish you and your family a time for 
gratefulness at this time of year.

Thank you in advance for your support!

Sincerely,

Sandra Capps
Treasurer, Board of Directors

DONATION FORM
Enclosed please find my donation of $______________ to support the Women’s Center of 
Montgomery County.
Name: ________________________________________________________  
Address: ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County and mail to:

WCMC
8080 Old York Road, Suite 200

Elkins Park, PA 19027

If you prefer to charge this donation to your Visa, Mastercard, Discover or American Ex-
press, please provide the following information:

Card Number: __________________________________________ 
Expiration Date:  _____________             CVV # ____________

or you can make your donation online by credit card at
www.wcmontco.org

(click on “Get Involved/Donate Links)



Senate Passes Bill to Notify Courts of 

Child Abuse Allegations in PFA Proceedings

OCTOBER 17, 2018 

HARRISBURG – For the third time this year, legislation authored by Rep. Sheryl Delozier (R-Cumber-
land) is headed to the governor for his approval.  
 
On Wednesday, the Senate approved House Bill 44 without amendment. It would require courts to have 
complete records regarding whether a child subject to a Protection from Abuse (PFA) proceeding has been 
abused or is the subject of a child abuse investigation.  
 
“I’m pleased to see this bill reach the finish line after six years of work,” Delozier said. “It is important for 
the court to have a full picture when making PFA decisions. This is another step in protecting our children 
from abuse and ensure they are in the safest environment possible.”  
 
More specifically, the bill would require a plaintiff in a PFA case to notify the courts if he or she has knowl-
edge of a substantiated child abuse investigation so that the courts will know that a PFA order issued may 
have a legal impact on the defendant in the realm of child abuse. The petition also would set forth the name 
of the investigative agency.  
 
The bill is the result of recommendations made by the Task Force on Child Protection in 2012. 

\  
 

Women’s Center of Montgomery County 
Celebrating 42 Years of Community Service in 2018 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

I would like to renew my membership to the Women’s Center of Montgomery County,  
supporting volunteer programs to empower women and the effort to  

end domestic violence in our community! 
 

MEMBERSHIP PERIOD:  July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________ State ____________         Zip _____________ 

Yes! I want to renew my membership. 

  ____  Enclosed is my $50 membership fee. 
      ____  I have enclosed an additional $_______ donation. 

    ____  I am enclosing my $50 membership fee plus an additional $50 to  
       sponsor a member who cannot afford dues this year. 

 
Please make checks payable to the 

Women’s Center of Montgomery County 
 

To Pay by Credit Card Pay Online at www.wcmontco.org or provide the following: 
 

Credit Card #: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Expiration Date: ____________                CVV#____________ 
 

 
      Please remit to: The Women’s Center of Montgomery County 

      8080 Old York Road, Suite 200 
Elkins Park, PA 19027 

 
Our Mission Statement: 

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County  
is a volunteer, community organization with  a primary focus on freedom from domestic violence  

and other forms of abuse.   Our programs, policies and procedures reflect our strong commitment to empowering women. 



DATED MATERIAL

   Womenews Newsletter  Copyright WCMC 2018. Produced by the staff and volunteers of the Women's Center of Montgomery County.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Women's Center of Montgomery County
8080 Old York Road, Suite 200
Elkins Park, PA  19027

Women's Center 
of Montgomery 
County

Elkins Park Office

215-635-7344

FAX: 215-635-7347

Thrift Shop: 215-885-0651

Norristown Office

610-279-1548

FAX: 610-279-7740

Pottstown Office

610-970-7363

FAX: 610-970-0705

Bryn Mawr Office

610-525-1427

FAX: 610-525-1429

Colmar Office

215-996-0721

FAX: 215-996-0725

www.wcmontco.org

1-800-773-
2424

Second Chances Shoppe

High Quality - Best Low Prices - 
Great Cause

Like us on Facebook

201 Leedom Street, 
Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-885-0651

Monday - Friday
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am to 4:00pm


