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Womenews
We Can Do This -$10,000 Challenge Opportunity

Time to explain …  A generous long-time supporter of our organization has challenged us 
in a great way:

1.  They have already donated $10,000 to WCMC

2. If our organization can raise an additional $10,000 through contributions during 
the month of May…

3. They will donate an additional $10,000 to WCMC!

AMAZING!!!  We can’t thank them enough but the best way to thank them is to raise this 
money.  So please consider an extra contribution to WCMC this month.  If you have any 
creative way to raise this money, that is fantastic as well.  Any new contributions received 
in May will be counted toward this challenge. Thanks for any little bit you can do!

We Can Do This!!

Second Chances Thrift Shoppe     
A Project of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County

Proceeds from the Second Chances Thrift Shoppe sales support The Women’s Center of Montgomery County’s domestic violence 
services, benefitting victims of family violence. The Women’s Center of Montgomery County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

                                                                        

318 Leedom Street, Jenkintown, PA  19046 Telephone:  215-885-0651
Open:  Monday-Friday 10 am to 5 pm/Saturday 10 am to 4 pm

Website:  www.wcmontco.org/thrift-shop.html
Facebook:  Second Chances Shoppe

                                                                 

WE ARE MOVING!!!
Grand Opening:  JUNE 1st

Come checkout our new, spacious location just 
up the street!

318 Leedom Street
(across from the playground)
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 Attention Friends and Supporters 
of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County:

Seeking Board Engagement?

As someone already committed to our mission of empowering women and eliminating do-
mestic violence in our community you may want to consider taking the next step by becoming 

a member of our Board of Directors.  

As members of a working board, Directors are expected to attend board meetings which are 
currently held every month from September through June.  These meetings are typically one 
and half to two hours and are held the third Thursday evening of the month.  Additional re-
sponsibilities include participation on two Board committees or, in the alternative, chairing 

one committee.  

Directors must be active members of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County, which 
includes payment of the annual $50.00 membership dues and volunteering at least 52 hours 
of service each year (including Board meeting, committee service hours and attendance at 

Board fundraising events).

If you have a high level of passion and commitment to our mission of ending domestic 
violence, this is your opportunity to become a leader in our organization and to make a real 
diff erence by volunteering your time, energy, experience and vision to our Board of Direc-
tors.  Our Board of Directors is a diverse, dedicated and talented group of individuals who 
recognize that we can aff ect positive change through volunteer engagement and a shared 
vision for the future.  By becoming a member of our Board of Directors, your involvement 

can directly benefi t the victims of domestic violence we serve!

We meet with prospective candidates throughout the year to ensure that they receive a full 
orientation to the Center and our Board expectations prior to making the commitment to join.  
If you are interested, please contact Beth Rubin, Nominating Chair, by email at bethfrubin@

msn.com. 

For more information about the Women’s Center of Montgomery County, please visit our 
website at www.wcmontco.org.  Thank you! 
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Over the last few months, we examined the signs of abusive relationships via the Power 
and Control Wheel. Listed below is another useful guide that the Women’s Center distrib-
utes at community events. As always, if you recognize any of these signs, do not hesitate 
to call on the Women’s Center for caring guidance. You are never alone.

 
BeautyCares.org

1-800-773-2424



4

ACT 79 FACT SHEET

Firearms Relinquishment
• Any final Protection from Abuse Order entered into after a hearing before the court MUST order that the 

defendant is subject to firearms, other weapons, or ammunition relinquishment. 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(a.1)(1)

• A final Protection from Abuse Order entered pursuant to a Consent Agreement between the parties MAY
order that the defendant is subject to firearms, other weapons, or ammunition relinquishment. 23 Pa.C.S. 
§6108(a.1)(2)

• The court MAY order the defendant to relinquish firearms as part of a temporary order if the petition 
demonstrates (1) abuse involving a firearm OR (2) an immediate and present danger of abuse. 23 Pa.C.S. 
§6107(b)

• Except for cause shown,1 an individual subject to firearms relinquishment pursuant to a Protection from 
Abuse Order MUST relinquish their firearms, other weapons, or ammunition within 24 hours to the sheriff, 
other appropriate law enforcement agency,2 a licensed firearms dealer, a commercial armory, OR an 
attorney with whom the defendant shares a lawyer-client relationship. Neither the owner/operator of the 
commercial armory nor the attorney can be a family or household member of the defendant. The order for
relinquishment shall include a list of the firearms, other weapons, or ammunition to be surrendered and shall 
be transmitted to the appropriate law enforcement agency and sheriff of the county in which the defendant 
resides. 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(a)(7); 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.2; 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.3

• Except for cause shown,3 an individual convicted of a “misdemeanor crime of domestic violence4” MUST
relinquish their firearms within 24 hours to an appropriate law enforcement agency, OR a licensed firearms 
dealer. The order for relinquishment shall include a list of the firearms to be surrendered and shall be 
transmitted to the appropriate law enforcement agency and sheriff of the county in which the defendant 
resides. 18 Pa.C.S. §6105.2

• If the defendant fails to relinquish their firearms, etc. or provide an affidavit of relinquishment to the sheriff 
or the appropriate law enforcement agency, the sheriff or appropriate law enforcement agency shall 
immediately notify the necessary parties, including the court and the plaintiff, of the failure to relinquish. 18 
Pa.C.S. §6105.2 and 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(a)(7)

• Failure to relinquish firearms, etc. pursuant to a Protection from Abuse Order or conviction for a 
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Upon conviction of failing 
to relinquish pursuant to a Protection From Abuse Order, that individual shall be prohibited from owning or 

                                                  
1 The defendant is unable to access or retrieve their firearms within 24 hours. 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(a)(7)(i)(C)
2 Appropriate law enforcement agency: “The duly constituted municipal enforcement agency that regularly provides 
primary police services to a political subdivision, or, in the absence of any such municipal law enforcement agency, the 
Pennsylvania State police installation that regularly provides primary police services to the political subdivision.” 23 Pa.C.S. 
§6102(a)
3 The defendant is unable to access or retrieve their firearms within 24 hours. 18 Pa.C.S. §6105.2((b)(3)
4 For the definition of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, see 18 U.S.C. §921(a)(33)
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possessing firearms for five years from the date of conviction, release from imprisonment, or release from 
supervision, whichever comes later. 18 Pa.C.S. §6105(a.1)(2); 18 Pa.C.S. §6105.2(h); 18 Pa.C.S. §6105(c)(10) 

• If the defendant relinquished firearms belonging to a third party pursuant to  a Protection from Abuse Order, 
said third party can file a petition for the firearms’ return. The third party must provide proof of ownership 
and a sworn affidavit.5 23 Pa.C.S.. §6108(i); 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.1(b) 

• Once the PFA Order expires or is dismissed, the defendant can request the return of their firearms, other 
weapons, or ammunition. However, the defendant MUST provide notice of the request to the plaintiff and 
meet certain conditions.6 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.1 

Other Important Provisions 
• At any time during the period between the filing of the petition and granting of an order or approving a 

consent agreement, the court SHALL, upon notice by the plaintiff that they believe their safety is at risk, 
direct the Pennsylvania State Police, the municipal police, or the sheriff to accompany the plaintiff to the 
plaintiff’s residence to retrieve personal belongings or to accompany the plaintiff while the petition or 
order is served upon the defendant. 23 Pa.C.S. §6106(a.3) 

• The court MAY grant an extension of the PFA if the plaintiff files for an extension and the defendant is or was 
incarcerated and will be released from custody in the next 90 days or has been released from custody in the 
last 90 days. The plaintiff does not need to show that the defendant committed one or more acts of abuse 
subsequent to the entry of the order or that the defendant indicated a pattern or practice that indicates a 
risk of harm to the plaintiff or minor children. 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(e) 

• The court MAY order the sealing of records related to a PFA Order if the order was entered pursuant to a 
consent agreement. The defendant must provide notice of the request to the plaintiff and the prosecutor, 
and certain conditions must be proven by clear and convincing evidence.7 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.7 

• The court MUST notify the defendant of the right to a continuance if a hearing is scheduled to take place 
within three business days after the defendant is served. 23 Pa.C.S. §6107(c)(2)(3). 

                                                   
5 23 Pa.C.S. §6108(i)(2) - The Affidavit must affirm: 
- the third party who is the lawful owner will not intentionally or knowingly return to the defendant the firearm or allow 

the defendant to access the firearm; 
- the third party who is the lawful owner understands that returning the firearm to the defendant or allowing the 

defendant to access the firearm is a misdemeanor of the second degree; and 
- If the third party who is the lawful owner is a family or household member of the defendant, any firearm returned must 

be stored in a gun safe to which the defendant does not have access or stored in a location outside the home to which 
the defendant does not have access. 

6 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.1(a.1) - Conditions of Return: 
- the firearms, other weapons, or ammunition must not be evidence of a crime; 
- the defendant must not be otherwise prohibited from possessing or owning firearms under federal or state law; 
- the defendant must have been cleared by the Pennsylvania State Police Instant Check System or the National Instant 

Check System. 
7 23 Pa.C.S. §6108.7(a) - Conditions for Seal: 
- the consent agreement for the PFA is the only such consent agreement to which the defendant has ever been subject, 

and that the defendant did not violate the order or consent agreement while it was in effect; 
- A period of at least ten years has elapsed since the expiration of the consent agreement; 
- The individual has not been subject to another final protection from abuse order; AND 
- The individual has not been convicted of certain offenses where the victim is a family or household member. 
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From www.domesticshelters.org 

When Abusers Turn on the Charm 
 

Tricking friends and family into believing they could never be cruel is an 
abuser’s forte 

 
Who doesn’t love someone who can charm their way through a dinner party with confident 
conversation, astute observations on the world and just the right amount of humor sprinkled 
in? You’ve found yourself a good one there, say jealous friends.  
 
They’re smitten, just like you were, before you saw this person’s other side. The side that 
only comes out when you’re at home, alone, and no one else can see it—the aggressive, 
controlling and sometimes violent side.  
 
Some abusers are literal Prince Charmings—in fact, survivors who have told their story here 
on DomesticShelters.org, like Nikki, have used that exact phrase to describe the person they 
first met. Unfortunately, what survivors come to learn is that it’s all an act used to deflect 
attention from what they may someday disclose to friends—that Prince Charming yells, 
threatens, shoves, hits.  
 
No, not him, say your friends. I don’t see it. 
 
And that’s exactly what the abuser is hoping for.  
 
Anyone Can Fall for It: 
Attorney Wendy Patrick has spent more than two decades prosecuting cases involving 
interpersonal abuse, which includes both cross-examining defendants in trial about their 
conduct, and working with survivors. She knows a thing or two about abusers’ tricks, even 
penning a piece for Psychology Today outlining the “socially charming domestic abuser.”   
 
She says that some abusers wear their dangerous proclivities on their sleeves—wolves in 
wolves’ clothing if you will.  
 
“Through their demeanor, harsh language and quick temper, they come across just as 
dangerous as they really are.” You know the rude way in which your date spoke to the server 
at the restaurant who brought the wrong order, or the cab driver who took a different route 
than expected? That’s a preview, says Patrick, of the way your date will treat you in the 
future.   
 
Yet, we are apt to overlook this when a potential partner has qualities we also look for or are 
lacking in ourselves—strength, confidence, aggressiveness when making decisions. 
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“Ironically, this means that what makes them dangerous, also makes them desirable,” says 
Patrick. 
 
Because many abusers can turn on the charm before we can process the alarming behavior 
that preceded it, survivors can fall into an abusive cycle without seeing it coming. Which 
means that abuse is never a survivor’s fault, no matter if you think you’re “smart enough” to 
avoid it or not.  
 
“No one is immune from manipulation,” says Patrick “Everyone has their own areas of 
vulnerability—which an abuser can identify and exploit over time. When a manipulative 
abuser charms his or her way into the life of the victim, they cause victims to erect emotional 
blinders, which prevent them from seeing, perceiving, or acknowledging the significance of 
red flags.” 
 
Addressing the Fan Club 
Patrick says a 2016 study found that family-only abusers, those who limited their abuse to an 
intimate partner and weren’t abusive to others outside the relationship, were less likely to be 
reported by survivors. If a survivor knows they’ll have a difficult time getting someone to 
believe that their “perfect” partner is actually a controlling monster, it could affect how 
difficult it is to step forward and ask for help.  
 
So, what can a survivor do? 
 
First, if one’s support system seems enchanted by the social charms of an abuser, consider 
reaching out to a trained domestic violence advocate who is impartial and has heard it all 
before. You’ll be able to describe what’s happening, sort out the abuser’s tactics, predict 
your danger level for the future and develop a safety plan for all possible scenarios.  
 
As for the naysayers, Patrick says, “One question to ask people who express knee-jerk 
disbelief when an allegation of abuse comes to light is the same question we ask the next-
door neighbor of the ax murderer: ‘What makes you say that he is such a nice guy?’  
 
Guaranteed, someone outside a relationship cannot come up with anything substantive to 
back up superficial stereotypical assessments of what goes on behind closed doors.” 



The Women's Center of Montgomery County celebrates our honorees Karen 
Widdoss,Toby Lynn Dickman award for legal advocacy, and Congresswoman 
Madeleine Dean, Champion in Turning the Tide of Domestic Violence, and 
guest speaker Shirley S., sharing her experience as a survivor, at Manufactur-
ers' Country Club, Sunday May 19th.



Domestic Violence Services Provided by the Women’s Center 
Nine Month Period Fiscal Year 7/1/18 to 3/31/19 

 
 Number of Domestic Violence Adult Victims Served:  
 Number of New Victims 
  Female                   3,340 
  Male              501 
  Transgendered                 2   
 Number of Significant Others             138  

    Total Adults Served                               3,981    
 
 Counseling Hours: 

Individual Counseling:            4,150 hours  
 Group Counseling:                               527 hours 

Total Counseling Hours           4,677 hours   
  

Community Education Programs: 
Number of programs to community groups    64        
Number of persons reached through community groups         2,268  

  Number of programs to schools                     38  
 Number of students reached in schools            2,592   

Systems Training (healthcare, law enforcement):              39 
Number Trained:                  685 

 
  

On Friday, May 17th, The Women's Center of Montgomery County was proud to host International Day Against 
Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia: Montgomery County Celebrates Justice & Protection for All. The Wom-
en's Center gathered on the steps of the Norristown Courthouse with the Montgomery County Commissioners, 
Montgomery County Gay Caucus, SAGA Community Center, The Montgomery County LGBT Business Council, 
Victim's Services Center, Senior Adult Activities Center of Montgomery County & Laurel House.

This was the fi rst event in Montgomery County ever to recognize IDAHTB, and the Women's Center would like to 
thank our local LGBTQ+ agencies for their support & our guest speakers that made the special day possible!


