
Sunday, March 18th 2012

THE  WOMEN’S CENTER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

PRESENTS OUR SPRING CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

FEATURING A PANEL OF DISTINGUISHED COMMENTATORS 

Dr. G. Terry Madonna 

Honorable Arlen Specter

Robert Traynham
  

Ali Velshi 

With Moderator
Larry Kane

Special Honoree
Charisse Lillie



 Charisse R. Lillie, Thomas McGill, Jr. and Family

Thank you to the 
Women’s Center of 
Montgomery County 
for 36 years of 
empowering women 
and protecting children.



The Board of Directors and the Special Events Committee of the  
Women's Center of Montgomery County welcome you to our Champagne Brunch 

  
Honoring  

Charisse R. Lillie, Esquire 
Vice President of Community Investment, Comcast Corp;  President, the Comcast Foundation 

 
Featuring Guest Speakers 

Dr. G. Terry Madonna 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 

Robert Traynham 
Ali Velshi 

 
With special thanks to our Moderator & Friend:  Larry Kane 

 
And with sincere appreciation to  

Gold Sponsor:  Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, William R. Sasso Chairman 
Silver Sponsor:  Charisse R. Lillie & Comcast 

Bronze Sponsor:  Leslee Silverman Tabas/The Harriette & Charles Tabas Foundation 
 

Board of Directors: 
Aeryn Fenton, Board President 

Lawrence Pauker and Sandra Capps, Co- Vice Presidents 
Bruce Freedman, Treasurer                Dorothy Enright, Secretary 

Roanna Burnell  Staci Levick-Cove  Rosalie Marcus  
 Nancy Margolis  Noah Marlier   Beth Rubin    

Brad Segall   Andra Seidner   Lillian Sulliman   
Nicole Tell   Patricia Thomas-LaRoche 
    

Advisory Board: 
             Beth Brinly   Suzanne Fields  Sandy Hyman  
 Thomas J. McGowan  Marilyn Rosskam  Joyce Skobinsky 

 
Special Event Committee Co-chairwomen:  Donna Jarrett-Kane & Andra Seidner 

 
Staff: 

Executive Director:   Maria Macaluso 
   Finance Director: Stephanie Cehelsky  Program Director:  Denise Flynn  
   Bookkeeper: Donna Brown                Director of Volunteers:  Deanna Linn  
   Information Systems Specialist: Jay Mitlas  Community Educator: Janine Kelly 
                             

Volunteer Coordinators: 
   Jennifer Brady     Anya Cehelsky   Christine Wiita     Nichole Stansbury    Pauline McGibbon 
 
                       Legal Advocates:                  Medical Advocate: 

  Carol Horvitz      Kristine Wickward    Lynda Monks, Abington Healthcare 
 

wiith thanks and appreciation to our staff, volunteers and members, without whose support we would 
not continue to grow, thrive and succeed, each day in our work to end domestic violence. 



 

Our 2012 Vote is Cast!

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County
Serving Victims of Domestic Violence for 36 Years

In Recognition of the tireless work of the
 Staff, Volunteers and Board of Directors

Andra and Art Seidner 



Eliminating Domestic Violence Is Not Child’s Play. It Takes 
Education At All Levels Of Society

With Congratulations to the honoree, the Brunch Committee and 
Women’s Center Staff and Volunteers

from 
Marilyn & Skip Rosskam



WE HONOR AND SALUTE 

CHARISSE R. LILLIE

AND THANK

DR. G. TERRY MADONNA

THE HONORABLE ARLEN SPECTER

ROBERT TRAYNHAM

ALI VELSHI

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT

AND

OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MARIA MACALUSO,

THE STAFF, BOARD, AND VOLUNTEERS OF THE

WOMEN’S CENTER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE EVERYDAY

 
DONNA AND LARRY KANE



Risa Vetri Ferman
Proudly Supports

The Women’s Center of Montgomery County



Today we

support your

intensive care.

einstein.edu

Einstein Healthcare Network 
would like to thank the 

Women’s Center of 

Montgomery County 

for its strong commitment to 
empowering women and 

eradicating domestic violence 
and other forms of abuse.



LUXURY, LOCATION AND ELEGANCE

THE F INEST APARTMENT LIVING IN JENKINTOWN
ENJOY THE CONVENIENT AND CAREFREE LIFESTYLE AT

Located at 1250 Greenwood Ave. Jenkintown
Call now to schedule an appointment 215.710.0296

Presenting: Gourmet Kitchens with Granite Countertops; Contemporary Social Room

featuring Educational Seminars, Movie Nights, and Bingo; State of the Art Fitness Center;

 Indoor Parking Garage; Complimentary Shuttle Bus; Weekly Organized Trips;

Solar Heated Outdoor Swimming Pool; Concierge Services



Charisse R. Lillie
Charisse R. Lillie is Vice President of Community Investment of Comcast Corporation and 
President of the Comcast Foundation.  She joined Comcast in 2005 as Vice President, 
Human Resources-Comcast Corporation, and Senior Vice-
President, Human Resources-Comcast Cable.  She was a 
partner in the law fi rm of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, 
LLP, in Philadelphia from January, 1992 to February, 
2005.  She was Chair of the Litigation Department from 
2002 to 2005, and was a member of the Employment and 
Labor Law Group of the fi rm.  She also served as an advisor 
to clients on diversity and anti-discrimination issues.  
She is a frequent lecturer regarding diversity, community 
investment and corporate social responsibility.

She is the former chair of the American Bar Association 
Commission on Racial & Ethnic Diversity. She currently sits on the Comcast Internal 
Diversity Council and serves as a liaison to the Comcast African American Diversity 
Advisory Council. She leads Comcast’s community investment efforts, which is part 
of Comcast’s overall diversity strategy. Comcast’s diversity strategy is comprised of 
employment and human resources, programming, corporate governance, supplier 
diversity and community investment.

Prior to joining the fi rm, Ms. Lillie’s legal experience included positions as Trial 
Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Assistant United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, General Counsel to the 
Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia and City Solicitor of the City of 
Philadelphia.  In addition, Ms. Lillie has been a member of many civic commissions. 
She is a member of the Board of Trustees of Howard University, NBCUniversal 
Foundation, The Franklin Institute, Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company and  the 
Philadelphia Electric Company, an Exelon Company.  She has been honored by 
CableFAX: The Magazine as one of the top minorities and top women in cable. In 201, 
she was honored by the Philadelphia Multicultural Affairs Congress, a division of the 
Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau, with its highest honor, the Outstanding 
Recognition Award. 

The Houston, Texas native received her B.A. in 1973 from Wesleyan University - cum 
laude; her J.D. in 1976 from Temple Law School - Dean’s Honor List; and her LL.M. 
in 1982 from Yale Law School.  She was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
from Seton Hill University, Greensburg, PA, in 2005.  In 2011, she was awarded 
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from Peirce College in Philadelphia, 
PA. She worked as a research assistant to the Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 
from 1975 to 1976 on his fi rst book, In The Matter of Color.  Ms. Lillie was law clerk 
to the Honorable Clifford Scott Green, U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, 1976-1978.



Dr. G. Terry Madonna
At Franklin and Marshall College, Dr. Madonna is Director of the Center for Politics and Public Affairs, 
Professor of Public Affairs, and Director of the Franklin and Marshall Keystone Poll. He joined F& M in 
May, 2004.
  
For more than 30 years, Madonna 
has taught and written about his two 
academic specialties:  the American 
presidency, and American political 
parties and political behavior.  As a 
pollster in recent years, he has written 
extensively about voters and voting 
behavior. He holds a Ph.D. in political 
history from the University of Delaware.

Before joining the faculty at Franklin 
and Marshall, Dr Madonna was 
Professor and Chair of the Government 
Department and headed the Center for 
Politics and Public Affairs at Millersville University. 

Madonna founded the Keystone Poll in 1992, the oldest survey produced exclusively in Pennsylvania. 
In 2008, the keystone Poll was renamed the Franklin and Marshall College Poll.  In this capacity, he is 
the pollster for the Philadelphia Daily News, Times-Shamrock Newspapers, WGAL-TV (Lancaster), The 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review, and WTAE-TV (Pittsburgh)--media partners for the poll. He has also polled for 
KYW-TV (Philadelphia), Fox, 29-TV (Philadelphia), CN8, The Comcast Network, WITF-TV, (Harrisburg), 
Harrisburg Patriot News and The Lancaster New Era. 

In 2008, Franklin and Marshall College began a partnership with Hearst TV to conduct national polls. Hearst 
owns 26 television stations, manages two others, and owns two radio stations. Madonna directs the poll. 
 
He is also the host of Pennsylvania Newsmakers, a weekly statewide news and commentary program. He 
writes (with Michael Young) a bi-weekly political commentary column, “Politically Uncorrected,” originally 
for Capitolwire.com and later for Politicspa.com, the state’s leading political website. The column appears 
in many state and national newspapers and also appears frequently on two national websites: stateline.org 
and realclearpolitics.com. 

He is a regular analyst for WGAL-TV (Lancaster/Harrisburg). Madonna is a regular panelist on WPVI’s-
TV (Philadelphia) commentary program, Inside Story. He’s been a substitute host for Gary Sutton’s talk 
radio program, WSBA-South Central Pennsylvania. He is a frequent guest on many talk radio programs 
throughout the state and nation.  He has also provided election coverage for WHYY-TV, public television in 
Philadelphia, WPVI-TV (Philadelphia), and WITF-TV. Madonna was also a regular panelist on The Peoples’ 
Business, a weekly news and commentary show broadcast throughout Pennsylvania on public television 
during the 1990’s.

A frequent political analyst and public affair’s commentator, Madonna has also provided analysis to the New 

continued on the next page
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York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, the Wall Street Journal, U.S.A.Today, 
Philadelphia Inquirer, Philadelphia Daily News, the Pittsburgh Tribune Review, the Christian Science 
Monitor, National Public Radio, CNN, ABC News and CBS News, to name a few.   Madonna has appeared 
on CNN’s Inside Politics, CBS News, ABC News, C-Span, Fox News, MSNBC and NBC News.  He has 
also contributed to political web sites for MSNBC, the Hill Newspaper, Real Clear Politics, Stateline, and 
Fox News. 

The author of numerous publications in the fi elds of American history, American government, and American 
politics, Madonna has written Revolutionary Lancaster: The Leadership (1976); Reapportionment: A 
Primer for Pennsylvanians (1993); Merit Selection of Appellate Judges: Why Its Time Has Come (1994); 
Pennsylvania Votes, 1994, (1995) (with Berwood Yost); and Pennsylvania Votes:  Presidential Primaries, 
1972-1992: A Sourcebook (1996) (with Berwood Yost); Pivotal Pennsylvania: Presidential Politics 
from FDR to the Twenty-First Century (2008) as well as chapters in books and articles in specialized 
publications. His writings have appeared in the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, The 
Polling Report, Presidential Studies Quarterly, Pennsylvania History, Intellect, Academe, The Journal of 
Practical Politics, and the Fox News and The Hill Newspaper, as well as in many other places.

In 2010, Madonna delivered one of the Jefferson Global Initiative lectures. In 2008, he delivered the 
annual Chautauqua Lecture at Gannon University, entitled “The Road to the White House.”  In 2007, he 
delivered two major lectures; the annual James Buchanan Foundation lecture, entitled “From Buchanan 
to Bush: Campaign Practices Then and Now” and the annual Dwight D. Eisenhower Society Lecture, 
entitled, The Political Skills and leadership of Dwight D. Eisenhower.” In 2006, he gave the Neaman 
Foundation lecture.

Madonna has served on numerous governmental boards and commissions: including Governor Edward 
Rendell’s Higher Education Advisory Board, the Benjamin Franklin Partnership Board (appointed by 
former Governor Dick Thornburgh), and the Board of Embreeville State Hospital (appointed by former 
Governor Milton Shapp).  He served in the early 1970’s as a Lancaster County Commissioner. Currently, 
he serves on the Education Policy and Leadership Center board.  

At the request of foreign embassies and the U.S. State Department, Madonna has appeared in seminars 
and discussions with diplomats and newspaper reporters from around the world. 

In addition, Madonna has moderated gubernatorial, congressional, state legislative 
and school board forums, and debates for various organizations.

Dr Madonna has received numerous awards and honors. He is the recipient of 
a Distinguished Professor award by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
the President’s Medallion at Millersville University, and a special commendation 
for scholarship and leadership from the Board of Governors of the State System 
of Higher Education. 

Additionally, he has been named an “Outstanding Speaker of the Year” by the 
Speech Communication Society of Pennsylvania, has served as a Commonwealth 
Speaker by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, and was given the Daniel 
Roselle Award by the Middle States Council for the Social Studies. 



Arlen Specter
Arlen Specter served 30 years in the United States Senate gaining recognition for his leadership in increasing NIH 
funding, questioning 14 Supreme Court nominees and being picked by TIME 
Magazine in 2007 as one of the Ten Best Senators.

Born to immigrant parents, he grew up in Russell, Kansas where he was a high 
school debating champion, graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of 
Pennsylvania, received his law degree from Yale where he was an editor on 
The Law Journal and served as a Lieutenant in the United States Air Force.  He 
practiced law with Dechert, Price & Rhoads for 10 years

As Assistant Counsel to the Warren Commission investigating the assassination 
of President Kennedy, he developed the single bullet theory.  As Philadelphia’s 
District Attorney, he was noted for advocating life sentences for career 
criminals, prosecuting corrupt public offi cials, urging prison reform with 
realistic rehabilitation and innovating a national model for pre-trial diversion.  
As an Assistant District Attorney, he obtained the fi rst conviction for corrupt 
Teamster offi cials investigated by the Senate McClellan Committee which 
included Senator John F. Kennedy and General Counsel Robert F. Kennedy.  
As a Pennsylvania Special Assistant Attorney General, he led the investigation 
of the Magisterial System leading to the convictions of corrupt Magistrates and 
Constables and Constitutional reform.

As Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, he presided over the confi rmation hearings of Chief Justice Roberts 
and Justice Alito.  He played leading roles in the confi rmations of Chief Justice Rehnquist and Justice Thomas and his 
questioning of Judge Robert Bork was cited as the key reason for the Senate’s rejection of that nomination.

He authored the Career Criminal Act, the Terrorists Prosecution Act, the Hate Crimes Act, the CIA Inspector General 
Act (Chairman, Intelligence Committee 1995-1996), legislation expanding Veteran’s Rights (Chairman, Veteran’s 
Affairs Committee 1997-2003) and increased appropriations for healthcare, education and worker safety (Chairman, 
Appropriations Sub-Committee 1995–2001; 2003-2007).

As a member of the Intelligence Committee and Appropriations Sub-Committee on Foreign Operations, he traveled to 
more than 100 countries meeting with our most formidable adversaries including Saddam Hussein, Muammar Qaddafi , 
Fidel Castro, Yasser Arafat, Hugo Chavez, Hafez al-Assad and Bashar al-Assad.  Subscribing to the proposition that 
we make peace with our enemies and not our friends, he has written and spoken in support of dialogue and more active 
diplomacy. 

Throughout his career, he has earned a reputation for his independence willing to break with his party in the interest of 
Pennsylvania and the nation.  His key vote and leadership in the passage of the Stimulus Bill in 2009, one of 10,000 
votes, created irreconcilable differences with the Republican Party leading to his re-registration and defeat in the 2010 
Pennsylvania Democratic Primary. 

The New York Times wrote “…Mr. Specter is widely regarded as the Senate’s brightest legal mind.”  The Philadelphia 
Inquirer commented: “Senator Arlen Specter has more clout than some sovereign nations.”  The Economist noted:  “he 
is a moderate in a country where the loudest voices applaud immoderation.”

He lives in Philadelphia with his wife Joan, he has two sons, Shanin, married to Tracey P. Specter, and Stephen, with 
four grandchildren, Silvi, Perri, Lilli and Hatti.  He is currently practicing law taking cases of special interest, fi nishing 
his 3rd book “Life Among the Cannibals”  and teaching a course entitled “Congress, the Constitution and the Supreme 
Court” at the University of Pennsylvania Law School.



Robert Traynham
Robert Traynham has been a part of the Washington political scene for over fi fteen years and was consistently ranked as one 
of the most powerful staffers on Capitol Hill during his tenure in government.  He has worked extensively for the Congressional 
leadership as a top Communications professional, and has signifi cant experience with both presidential and senatorial political 
campaigns. 

In 2007, Traynham joined the cable channel, The Comcast 
Network, as its Washington DC Bureau Chief.  In this 
capacity, Traynham provides commentary and non partisan 
analysis for Comcast’s original programming and election 
year campaign coverage from the network’s state-of-the-art 
studio on Capitol Hill.  He also reports on breaking news 
and events for the network, and conducts interviews with 
the nation’s leaders.

Following his arrival at Comcast, Traynham helped launch 
“Roll Call with Robert Traynham,” a weekly Sunday political 
talk show produced with the renowned political newspaper 
publication, Roll Call.  Traynham serves as the Host and 
Moderator for the program.  “I am extremely excited about this program, which I hope will fi nd its place for smart and lively 
discussions by those who love politics.” 

Traynham also serves as a Political Analyst for National Public Radio and as a weekly Columnist for the Philadelphia Tribune 
and for the TV One Network.  He also hosts “the Flacks” a regular radio program on XM Satellite radio.

Known for his direct approach and intense personality, Traynham brings a powerful blend of experience and insight to all of 
his projects.

“All politicians come to Washington with a set of values and a sense of purpose for what they hope to accomplish as an elected 
offi cial,” says Traynham.  “The important question to ask them after a few years [in Washington] is whether they’ve stayed true 
to those values, or whether their moral compass has somehow changed along the way.  I admire those politicians who stick to 
their principles, regardless of party, and tend to raise my eyebrow at those who don’t.” 

Traynham began his career in public service as a White House Intern.  After leaving the White House, he went to work for a 
Member of Congress in the House of Representatives, and soon thereafter joined the staff of a Member of the US Senate.  His 
career highlights in the Senate include holding senior positions within the leadership offi ces, and serving as President of the 
United States Senate Press Secretaries Association, a bipartisan group of Senate communication professionals.

Traynham serves as an Associate Professorial Lecturer at The George Washington University where he teaches courses in 
strategy and message development.  Previously, he was an Adjunct Professor at George Mason University where he taught 
courses in political communication.

Traynham holds a Bachelors degree in Political Science from Cheyney University of Pennsylvania.  He earned his Masters degree 
in Political Communication from the George Mason University.  Through an appointment by the governor of Pennsylvania, 
Traynham also serves on the Council of Trustees for Cheyney University, the nation’s oldest school within the group of Historical 
Black Colleges and Universities.  In 2003, he was awarded by the Thurgood Marshall Foundation and recognized as a top HBCU 
alumnus.

Traynham is an avid reader, particularly of presidential biographies and British royal history.  In his spare time, he enjoys 
visiting presidential libraries, mountain biking and cooking. 



Ali Velshi
Connecting the news through fi nance, global issues, contemporary governance, education and 
big ideas, CNN’s Ali Velshi executes several roles across CNN as the network’s chief business 
correspondent and anchor of Your Money and World Business Today on CNN International.

In addition to his anchor responsibilities, Velshi frequently reports from the 
fi eld on breaking news events, politics, and in-depth personal profi les that 
offer insights into global issues. He covered the impact of the oil disaster in 
the Gulf of Mexico, including exclusive access with the U.S. Coast Guard on a 
controlled oil burn. He profi led a homeowner for several weeks who navigated 
Philadelphia’s mandatory court program, hoping to save his home from 
foreclosure. He spoke with Haitian Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive, Coca-
Cola CEO Muhtar Kent and Inter-American Development Bank President Luis 
Alberto Moreno in their fi rst television interview together about Operation 
Haiti Hope, a signifi cant non-aid investment into Haiti after the devastating 
earthquake. He uncovered everything it takes to fl y the friendly skies with 
exclusive behind-the-scenes access to United Airlines’ Operations Control Center in Chicago. He 
has extensively reported on the global fi nancial meltdown since 2008; the fi nancial collapses of 
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, AIG and Lehman Brothers; the U.S. government’s bailout plan; the 
battle over the fate of the American big three automakers; and the U.S. debt ceiling and budget 
debate.

Velshi’s guests range from Joanne Herring, the Houston business woman and socialite portrayed 
by Julia Roberts in Charlie Wilson’s War, to White House Economic Advisors and presidential 
candidates, to musician and AIDS activist Annie Lennox, to Dr. Maya Angelou, to Ford CEO Alan 
Mulally, to 11 year old Marcelas Owens, a health care reform activist who lost his mother and 
stood next to President Barack Obama as he signed the health care reform bill.
Velshi’s in-depth reporting for CNN’s “How The Wheels Came Off” was honored with a National 
Headliner Award for Business & Consumer Reporting in 2010. He anchored CNN’s breaking 
news coverage of the attempted terror attack on a fl ight into Detroit, delivering CNN’s worldwide 
newsgathering for which the network was nominated for a 2010 Emmy. He was also honored 
with a 2010 Alumni Achievement Award from his alma mater, Queen’s University.
Previously, Velshi was an anchor with CNNfn, where he hosted various interactive shows, including 
Your Money, Business Unusual, Insights, Street Sweep and The Money Gang. Before joining 
CNNfn in 2001, he hosted The Business News, Canada’s fi rst and only prime-time business news 
hour, airing nightly on Report on Business Television.

Earlier in his career, Velshi worked as a business anchor for Cable Pulse 24 and sister station, 
CITY TV in Toronto, and as a reporter for CFTO-TV in Toronto, Canada’s most watched local 
television station.

In 1996, Velshi was awarded a fellowship to the U.S. Congress by the American Political Sciences 
Association, and worked with now-retired U.S. Rep. Lee Hamilton, (D-Ind.)

Born in Kenya and raised in Toronto, Velshi graduated from Queens University in Canada with 
a degree in religion. He is a member of the Grand Challenges Advisor Committee for the National 
Academy of Engineering. Velshi is the co-author of “How To Speak Money,” which releases on 
November 8, 2011; and author of “Gimme My Money Back,” which released in January 2009.



 

We honor the volunteers and staff of
the Women’s Center for making a

difference in women’s lives.

You are the heroes to women who are
seeking a way out from the tyranny of

domestic violence.

Joyce and Jerry Skobinsky



Family owned and operated for 
almost 40 years, Glanzmann Subaru is  



In Honor 
of

Donna 
and

Larry  Kane

All Our Best -

The Feith-Tye Family



 Thanks to

Andi Seidner and Donna Kane

and the members of the Brunch Committee

for everything it took to bring home a

BIG WIN FOR THE WOMENS CENTER 

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY!!!!!!!!

with gratitude to the committee

and the Board of Directors

from

Aeryn and Bruce Fenton



THRIVES LOCALLY

PNC is proud to support the 

Women’s Center of Montgomery 

County’s Champagne Brunch and 

congratulates this year’s honoree, 

our good friend, Charisse Lillie.

©2012 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC.

ACHIEVEMENT is a registered mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. COMMSERV AD JUN 2010 007

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::



GIVING BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY IS 
A GIFT TO US ALL.
Making a difference in the community is something we should all 

strive for. That’s why we’re proud to honor the Women's Center 

of Montgomery County.

Member FDIC. Citizens Bank is RBS Citizens, N.A. 0404



In honor of a dynamic couple,
Donna and Larry Kane!

From 
Sally Berlin



 

In honor of our Parents/Grandparents:

We are so grateful 
for your love and support.

Your contributions to our family 
and our community are an inspiration.

We love you!
Michael, Jen, Aiden & Peyton
Alexandra, Doug & Benjamin

Best Wishes for Continued Success
to the

Women’s Center of  Montgomery County

Merle & Steve Rosskam



 
Congratulations to the 

Staff, Board and Volunteers of the
Women’s Center of 

Montgomery County for
36 Years of Supportive Services Helping 

Victims of Domestic Violence
 

Rosalie Marcus and Bob Winthrop

Best Wishes 

to the 

Women’s Center of 

Montgomery County

Nancy Shrier



This run made possible by
A Mini-Revolution
in orthopaedic and spine surgery.

The latest minimally-invasive procedures in hip, knee and 
spine at Abington Memorial Hospital and Lansdale Hospital.

215-481-BONE   |   abingtonhealth.org/bone

Abington Health

Orthopaedic & Spine Institute
JOINTS  |  SPINE  |  SPORTS  |  HANDS  |  TRAUMA  |  REHAB

We honor our friend

 Donna Kane
for her commitment to the

Women’s Center

Susan and Ronald Trichon



 In Appreciation of 

Andra Seidner

and

the Women’s Center of Montgomery County

Congratulations!

Alice and  Leonard Sayles

Joan Carter & John Aglialoro  
join the 

WOMEN’S CENTER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
in congratulating 

their Special Honoree 
 

Charisse Lillie



Over the past 10 years, the Raymond James Analysts’ Best Picks® list has produced an impressive average annual total return  

of 17.5% compared to just 6.2% for the broad-market S&P 500.* The list features select stocks chosen by Raymond James’ 

award-winning research analysts to produce superior results during the year ahead. While there’s no guarantee past 

performance will repeat itself, our analysts’ best picks have a history of delivering performance under pressure. The 2012 

edition is now available, and we’d like to share it with you. Contact us today for a copy of your own. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Please keep in mind, past performance is not indicative of future results and an investor would incur commissions or fees (and interest charges if transacted in a margin account) related to investing in these recommendations.  

*Annual average Analysts’ Best Picks total return performance was 17.5% versus the S&P 500 performance of 6.2% for 2002 through December 8, 2011, with performance averaged as if an equal dollar allocation were made to 

each stock at the beginning of the period and held until December 31 of the following year. Individual results will vary, and transaction costs related to investing in these stocks will affect overall performance. There is no assurance 

that the list will achieve the results expected, and investors may incur profits or losses. 

The S&P 500 is an unmanaged index of 500 widely held stocks and is generally considered representative of the U.S. stock market. Investors cannot invest directly in an index. since 1996, a total of 184 stocks have been recommended. 

Of this total, 125 (67.9%) advanced and 59 (32.1%) declined within the recommended holding period. The holding period for each year’s list is approximately 55 weeks from the inception date to December 31 of the following year. 

A complete record of all Analysts’ Best Picks since 1996 is available upon request.

©2011 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC 11-BDMKT-0680b-RJA SFS/EG 12/11

17.5% vs. 6.2%

THE BEST OF OUR BESTTHE BEST OF OUR BEST

Daniel C. Jones / Hilary Seabrook
Branch Manager, Senior Vice President, Investments / Vice President, Investments

(1095 Rydal Road, Suite 240, Rydal, PA 19046  // T 215-881-2700  //  T 866-760-3544 //  F 215-887-3281) 
(dan.jones@raymondjames.com  //  hilary.seabrook@raymondjames.com)

If you liked the party décor for today’s Behind the Scenes event, contact 

SLS Productions, Inc. 
and we will be happy to discuss your needs. 

 
SLS Productions is a full service event and theme party production company with 30 years of experiece that 

produces any event, small or large, private or corporate, through creative planning, unique entertainment, 
special effects and props, original design and innovative décor. 

 

SLS Productions is also an expert in antiques, fine arts and crafts show management.  One trademark feature 
within home show venues is the special section, Artisans’ Row, showcasing professional fine artists and 

artisans, and a diverse selection of quality antiques and accessories for interior design.  SLS Productions often 
acts as a liaison for several art galleries.  In addition, SLS consults for developing community events and 
promotional strategies for these events.  Some of these events include, but are not limited to: non-profit 

fundraising, galas, garden tours and designer show houses. 
  

Stephanie L. Seidner, President 

 

 

 

                                                SLS Productions, Inc. 

215-699-8117  

slsshow@aol.com 

www.slsshow.com 



We would like to acknowledge and thank the following individuals and companies for 
their generous donations to our silent auction and raffle offerings. 

 
 
Abington Pharmacy 
Acme 
American Vision 
Aquatic and Fitness Club -Jenkintown 
Bed, Bath and Beyond 
Beta Pilates 
Berta Sawyer Boutique 
Beta Pilates   
Gail & Rick Buchman 
Cosi 
Curds n Whey 
Electrolysis by Danielle 
Elmwood Park Zoo 
Aeryn Fenton 
Giant Food Stores 
Hibachi Steak House- Jenkintown 
Rebecca Hobbs 
Sandy Hyman 
Norma Jarrett 
Jules Thin Crust Pizza 
Junkin Dental Associates 
Donna & Larry Kane 
La Barberia 
Langman Gallery  
L C Lang Chiropractic 
Le Papillon  
Leisure Fitness Equipment 
Staci Levick-Cove 
Linda’s Loft  
Make it Digital     
Mandarin Garden 
Rosalie Marcus 
Daphne More Architecture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Tavern Restaurant 
Pathmark 
Lawrence Pauker, Esquire 
Pierre & Carlo European Salon & Spa 
Philadelphia Phillies 
Players Club of Swarthmore 
Nancy & David Poor 
Qdoba - Jenkintown 
Marla & Leonard Rosenthol 
Rosnov’s Jewelers 
Marilyn & Skip Rosskam 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
Andra & Art Seidner 
Stephanie Seidner 
ShangriLa Restaurant 
Shuler’s Jewelers 
Joyce & Jerry Skobinsky 
Lillian Sulliman 
Denny Somach 
Southwest Airlines 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young 
Tangled Web 
Tango Restaurant 
Nicole Tell 
Trader Joe’s 
Twining Valley Golf & Fitness 
Verdad Restaurant 
Walmart 
Waterworks Restaurant 
West Avenue Grille 
Whole Foods 
Pat Winthrop Jewelers 
WOGL – 98.1 



W o m e n ' s  C e n t e r  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y

www.wcmontco.org

Attention Friends and Supporters 
of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County

As someone already committed to our mission of empowering women and eliminating domestic 
violence in our community you may want to consider taking the next step by becoming a member of 
our Board of Directors.

As members of a working board, Directors are expected to attend board meetings which are currently 
held every other month from September through June.  These meetings are typically one and half to 
two hours and are held the second Thursday evening of the month.  Additional responsibilities in-
clude participation on at least one Board committee, which also meet on alternate months and more 
frequently as needed.

Directors must be active members of the Women’s Center of Montgomery County, which includes 
payment of the annual $35.00 membership dues and volunteering at least 52 hours of service each 
year (including Board meeting, committee service hours and attendance at Board fundraising events ).

If you have a high level of passion and commitment to our mission of ending domestic violence, this 
is your opportunity to become a leader in our organization and to make a real difference by volun-
teering your time, energy, experience and vision to our Board of Directors.  Our Board of Directors 
is a diverse, dedicated and talented group of individuals who recognize that we can affect positive 
change through volunteer engagement and a shared vision for the future.  By becoming a member of 
our Board of Directors, your involvement can directly benefi t the victims of domestic violence we 
serve!

We will be meeting with prospective candidates in the Spring.  If you are interested, please contact 
Beth Rubin, Nominating Chair, by email at bethfrubin@msn.com. For more information about the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County, please visit our website at www.wcmontco.org.
Thank you! 



WOMEN’S CENTER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 2011-2012

ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW:
With our primary focus on eliminating domestic violence and other forms of abuse, the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County has been volunteer-powered since its inception, 
providing services which include: a 24-hour domestic violence hotline; elder abuse 
counseling and supportive services, individualized peer and group domestic violence 
counseling; telephone counseling, information and referral; legal advocacy; court and 
hospital accompaniment; emergency relocation funding for victims of domestic violence, 
education, and outreach to the community and schools.  

Our programs are administered by more than 185 trained volunteers and a paid 
staff of 14 employees (5 full and 9 part-time) in our six offi ces located in Elkins Park, 
Norristown, Lansdale, Pottstown, Colmar and Bryn Mawr, as well as a volunteer-
staffed thrift shop located in Jenkintown.  Through our Medical Advocacy Project 
(MAP), we also support staffi ng of a Medical Advocate at Abington Memorial Hospital. 
Established in 1992 as one of three pilot projects funded in Pennsylvania, our MAP 
became a national prototype for suburban hospital settings and was recognized in 
2007 by the GlaxoSmithKline Impact Awards committee.  In 2008, Women’s Center 
of Montgomery County was identifi ed by the PA Commission on Crime & Delinquency 
as one of fi ve victim service agencies who exemplify best practices for organizational 
capacity building.  

In 2011-2012, new program initiatives include the expansion of our work with 
children victimized by family violence through a new partnership with hospitals and 
the Institute for Safe Families which promotes outreach and universal screening 
for domestic violence through the obstetrics and pediatric healthcare providers.   
The second initiative, which the Center fi rst implemented in January 2011, is the 
development of an organizational response and training to address the needs of 
Human Traffi cking Victims identifi ed through our hotline.  A third initiative is a 
volunteer workshop to address vicarious trauma.  

CONSTITUENCY
In the Fiscal Year 2010-2011, we provided services to 4,075 unduplicated victims of 
domestic violence and an additional 136 signifi cant others, including victims’ family 
members  353 victims were assisted through our Medical Advocacy Project based in 
Abington Memorial Hospital and 163 victims through our Medical Advocacy Project in 
Lansdale Hospital.  

Through our Legal Advocacy Project, we provided court accompaniment assistance 
and legal options counseling to 2,075 individuals in FY2010/11. We assisted 1,015 
individuals seeking Protection from Abuse Orders (PFA’s).  Additionally, we provided 
court accompaniment to 177 individuals in district court, criminal contempt and 
preliminary hearings.   Through our TANF-funded Relocation Assistance Program, we 
distributed more than $35,000 to assist victims and families in their move to safety.



Through our Elder Abuse Project, we served more than 150 senior victims of family 
violence and caretaker abuse. In April 2008, the Women’s Center of Montgomery 
County began a collaborative partnership grant with the Senior Adult Activity 
Center, (SAAC) to serve victims of elder abuse.  In partnering with SAAC, we have 
been able to train their Meals on Wheels volunteers to identify and respond to elder 
abuse. This project includes court accompaniment, counseling, legal advocacy, and 
support groups for elderly victims of abuse. 

In 2009/2010, 81% of victims receiving services from a domestic violence 
program in Montgomery County were served by the Women’s Center.

76% of victims receiving Protection from Abuse Orders in Montgomery County 
in 2010 were accompanied by a WCMC legal advocate.

COLLABORATIONS 
Each year, the Women’s Center of Montgomery County provides more than 200 
hours of systems advocacy work and systems trainings to improve victim access 
to services and resources.  These efforts include our participation in the Victim 
Witness Policy Board, the Stop Grant Taskforce, the Domestic Violence Legal 
Network, the Tri-County Network, the Montgomery County Domestic Violence 
Healthcare Collaborative and the Eastern Montgomery County MDT for Children & 
Youth.

Among our most effective and successful collaborations is our work with the 
courts and with law enforcement. Each year we conduct more than 25 trainings 
for law enforcement offi cers.  In FY 2010/11, we conducted 29 trainings for law 
enforcement offi cers.  This includes roll call trainings, workshops, and seminars, 
reaching 721 offi cers.  A new component of these trainings in 2011/2012 is a 
focus on implementing a Lethality Assessment Tool, which offi cers responding to 
a domestic violence call complete to assess victim safety.   Our goal in 2012/2013 
will be to expand the use of the lethality assessment to all police departments in our 
county.

Our collaborations with police departments throughout our county over the years 
have created a referral system that brings services to domestic violence victims 
immediately following police intervention.  The success of our police trainings and 
collaborations can be seen in the increased number of permission slip referrals we 
receive each year.   In 2011, we received 1,450 direct police referrals through the 
permission slip program, which does not include the calls we received through our 
hotlines from victims who were given our number by the police.  40 of our county’s 
50 police departments made at least one referral to our program in the past year.



Congratulations to the

Women’s Center

on another year  of great work!

from

Wendy and Richard Fenton
FREE Home Warranty If You 

Buy or List With Me By May 1st, 2012!

Information subject to errors, omissions and change without notice. Not responsible for typographical errors. If you have already listed your property with another broker, please disregard this notice. 
See agent for complete details on the free home warranty program. Offer expires May1st, 2012. Limited time offer, may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice.

Eileen Freedman
Realtor®
92 Lancaster Avenue, Devon, PA 19333
OFFICE: 610-225-7400
CELL: 610-322-8691
FAX: 610-225-7401
eileentfreedman@gmail.com
http://EileenFreedman.LNF.com

Whether Buying or Selling,
I Can Make It Happen For YOU!

I look forward to helping you with the sale or purchase of 
your next home and providing you with excellent service!

Working With Buyers, Sellers, Relocating Families

“As a long-time resident of the Main Line (25 years), I know this area extensively and 
am extremely familiar with its neighborhoods, towns, schools, cultural offerings and 

recreational options. With my knowledge, dedication, hard work and experience, 
your next real estate transaction will be a successful and smooth one.”

Congratulations

Women’s Center of
Montgomery County

For a job well done!

State Representative
Kate Harper
61st District

1515 DeKalb Pike
Suite 106

Blue Bell, PA 19422
610-277-3230

610-270-1677 (fax)
 

Paid for by “Friends of Kate Harper”

In honor of

all women who seek

and achieve empowerment

and those who support

 their efforts!

 
Audrey Whitman & 

Paul Newman



Congratulations to the 
Women’s Center of  

Montgomery County
for 36 successful years of  

service in
Montgomery County.

Sandy & Ronny Capps

In Honor of  the Board, Staff  & Volunteers of  the 
Women’s Center of  Montgomery County 

www.laurel house.org

Best Wishes for a Wonderful Event!

Congratulations to the dedicated
staff  and volunteers of

Women’s Center of  
Montgomery County 

as you celebrate 36 years 
of  service to 

domestic violence victims
and 

the empowerment of  women!

Sherry & Mike Rosner



Best Wishes to a ll

involved in your devoted

Very Important Work

Aeryn’s Mom

  Kudos to our resident “Dynamic Duo”

   Donna Kane & Andi Seidner

    Co-Chairs of 2012 WCMC Spring Brunch

Each year these amazing ladies produce a well-
coordinated, enjoyable event, which serves as a 
source of pride to those of us who watch in awe 
as yet another successful fundraiser unfolds.

For your gifts of time, energy, talent & 
commitment, please accept heartfelt thanks 
from an ever- appreciative audience.

             Lillian G Sulliman
  WCMC Board Member & Volunteer Advocate

To The Staff  and Volunteers 

of  the

Women’s Center of  Montgomery County

Thank you for all that you do 

to help victims of  domestic violence 

and to empower women!

Suzanne & David Fields



The Board of Directors and Staff of the Women’s Center would like to express our sincere 
appreciation to the following individuals for their support toward ensuring the success of 

this Champagne Brunch:

Elyse Berger   Amy Burns   Michael Cardonick
Corinne Fox   Carolyn Kaytes  Barbara Rosenberg

Mission Statement of  the
Women’s Center of  Montgomery County

The Women’s Center of  Montgomery County is a volunteer, community organization
with a primary focus on freedom from domestic violence and other forms of  abuse.

Our programs, policies and procedures refl ect our strong commitment 
of  empowering women.



Continued Best Wishes
to the

Women’s Center of Montgomery 
County

Linda Bojman

Best wishes to the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County, 

the staff  and volunteers as you 
continue to provide much needed services 

to our community!

Jane Kieser

Congratulations Charisse!
You are an inspiration

and 
a true friend!

Lisa Thomas-Laury 
6ABC



Thank you to the 
Women’s Center of Montgomery County

for your
leadership and commitment to serving 

victims of 
domestic violence and empowering women!

Joyce and Ted Eisenberg



Our Live Auctioneer: Harris Grubin

Harris Gubin is an account executive at First Contact HR, a leader in background screening and HR 
solutions. The Fort Washington, PA based company provides employers nationwide with timely and ac-
curate information for making informed hiring decisions and reducing employment risk. 

In his spare time, Harris acts a live auctioneer and MC for various organizations and charities throughout 
the community. He began his auctioneering career three years ago alongside Steven and Joshua Katz 
from Max and David’s, the Greater Philadelphia’s only destination glatt kosher restaurant located in 
Elkins Park, PA.  Steven, Joshua, and Harris volunteer their services, while proceeds benefi t the Katz 
Family Charitable Trust, which supports and enhances the formal and informal education of children 
everywhere. Visit www.katzfamilytrust.org for more information. 

First Contact HR encourages its employees to support the local community, which allows Harris to fully 
utilize his networking and business development skills to realize his passion in supporting non-profi ts 
through fund raising. 

To book Harris for your next auction, please contact him at 267-872-9342 or email him at:
harrisgubin@gmail.com 

Your Mother's Closet 

Compliments of an 
Anonymous Donor

703 West Avenue,  Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-885-0620

Monday - Saturday, 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm



The Board of Directors and Staff of the Women’s Center of Montgomery 
County would like to recognize the amazing efforts of our  

Special Event Co-Chairwomen 
 

AAndra Seidner and Donna Jarrett-Kane 
 

We offer our heartfelt admiration and gratitude for your hard work, vision and 
dedication in putting together today’s event!  You have truly done a wonderful 

job! 
 

We also want to express our sincerest gratitude and regard to 
 

Marla Rosenthol and Let’s Design Invitations,  
for her talent, patience and generosity in designing our event invitations 

 
and 

 
Stephanie Seidner, 

 who lent her amazing talents to embody our theme in 
the decorations, displays and centerpieces! 

 
and 

 
Alan Marks, ImageMarks Photography –  

we cannot thank you enough for your generosity, creativity and dedication in 
donating your photographic skills to capture these memories for us! 

 
and 

 
Our auctioneer, HHarris Grubin, 

 who brings passion, energy and enthusiasm to create an exciting and successful 
auction experience for us all! 

 
 
 



 The Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers
of the

Women’s Center of Montgomery County

would like to
Congratulate, Celebrate and Appreciate

Our Distinguished Honoree

Charisse R. Lillie

Who, through her Outstanding Achievements, Vision and Empowering Example 
of Leadership, inspires and embodies our mission of empowering women to achieve 

individual excellence!

and

We thank our Distinguished Panelists

Dr. G. Terry Madonna
The Honorable Arlen Specter

Robert Traynham
and 

Ali Velshi

For their generous spirit of support and friendship
in providing this engaging, entertaining & enriching program. 

and

Our deep regard, affection and regard goes out to our 
Moderator and Emcee

Larry Kane

Who gives tirelessly, passionately and skillfully each year to ensure the success of our 
special events, thus securing and safeguarding the future of the 

Women’s Center of Montgomery County.  





Leslee Silverman Tabas, Esquire

and

The Harriette and Charles Tabas Foundation

Thank

the dedicated individuals who allow

The Women’s Center of  Montgomery County

to continue to serve, protect and

improve the quality of  lives

of  Women and Children

in Montgomery County and

Honor

Charisse R. Lillie

for the many things that she does to

  improve the lives of  others every day



Proud to support

The Women’s Center of 
Montgomery County

Business Law
At Business Speed TM

Philadelphia Cherry Hill Wilmington
(215) 568-6060 (856) 486-7900 (302) 426-1189



While we’re proud of our many client achievements, we’re just as proud 
of our dedication to the communities in which we work and live.  
Through our financial support and volunteer efforts, we’re pleased to help 
hundreds of Greater Philadelphia organizations reach their potential.
Find out more at www.stradley.com/community

Philadelphia  |  Harrisburg  |  Malvern  |  Cherry Hill  |  Wilmington  |  Washington

Stradley Ronon  
is proud to support the  

Women’s Center of Montgomery County  
and congratulates Special Honoree

 Charisse Lillie 
Vice President of Community Investment, Comcast Corporation 

President, Comcast Foundation


